
Vocational training 2019

Altogether 320,100 students in vocational education
According to Statistics Finland's education statistics, a total of 320,100 students attended
education leading to a vocational qualification in 2019. Fifty-one per cent of them were women.
Of the students, 241,100 studied in initial vocational education, 53,900 in further vocational
education and 25,100 in specialist vocational education. Starting from 2019, the data are mainly
based on the Finnish National Agency for Education's Koski database.

Students in vocational training by field of education (National
Classification of Education 2016) and sex in 2019

The variation in the shares of men and women viewed by fields of education was large. Of all students,
the share of women was 84 per cent in the field of health and welfare and 13 per cent in the field of
information and communication technologies (ICT). The field of education dividedmost evenly by gender
was the field of services, where 53 per cent were women. New students numbered 124,600. Of the new
students, 86,600 attended initial vocational education, 27,200 further vocational education and 10,800
specialist vocational education. Twenty-six per cent of new students studied in the field of engineering,
manufacturing and construction, 23 per cent in the field of services and 19 per cent in the field of business
and administration.
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Altogether 70 per cent of the students attended education according to the reform of vocational education
(Vocational Education and Training Act 531/2017). Of all students, 20 per cent had completed training
agreement periods and 19 per cent apprenticeship training periods. Both training agreement and
apprenticeship training periods had been completed by two per cent of students. Not all students had
completed these periods at the time of review.

At the autumn cross-sectional period on 20 September, a total of 168,100 students attended initial vocational
education leading to a qualification. The cross-sectional number of students is not comparable with the
number of students in previous years. In 2019, the data for the cross-sectional period on 20 September
include all students attending initial vocational education, regardless of the method of education (see
Appendix table 1).

Completers of vocational qualifications 2012–2019

Altogether, 71,600 students completed a vocational qualification in 2019. A total of 47,800 initial vocational
qualifications were completed, 16,100 further vocational qualifications and 7,700 specialist vocational
qualifications. The number of attainers of qualifications was 10 per cent lower than in the previous year.
Fifty-four per cent of them were women. Nearly one half, 48 per cent, completed a qualification in the
fields of engineering, manufacturing and construction, and business and administration.

Twenty-four per cent of the qualifiers had apprenticeship training periods. Ten per cent of those with
qualifications had training agreement periods. One per cent had both apprenticeship training and training
agreement periods. If the completion of a qualification was started before the new criteria entered into
force (1 August 2018), the qualification can be completed according to the old criteria until 31 December
2021. Sixty-five per cent of qualifications did not include training agreement or apprenticeship training
periods.

More detailed information on vocational education students and completers of qualifications, for example,
by region of education and age can be found in the database table.
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http://pxnet2.stat.fi/PXWeb/pxweb/en/StatFin/StatFin__kou__aop/?tablelist=true


Contents

Tables
Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Students and qualifications in vocational education by type of education and method of education
2019.............................................................................................................................................................................4

3



Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Students and qualifications in vocational education by type of education and
method of education 2019

Of whom womenQualificationsOf whom womenStudents

%%

54,438 90971 57950,8162 640320 058Vocational education total1)

51,624 63347 77748,8117 749241 110TotalInitial
vocational
education

60,34 5697 57650,381 421161 898Vocational education reform

44,512 41927 90041,425 12460 626
Vocational upper secondary education and
training

62,17 64512 30160,311 20418 586Competence-based qualification

60,79 79316 12156,130 24453 889TotalFurther
vocational
education

61,86 60010 67956,124 80644 202Vocational education reform

58,73 1935 44256,15 4389 687Competence-based qualification

58,44 4837 68158,514 64725 059TotalSpecialist
vocational
education

62,02 6284 24060,911 44918 810Vocational education reform

53,91 8553 44151,23 1986 249Competence-based qualification

The criteria for education in accordance with the vocational reform valid starting from 1 August 2018. The transition period for
education to the old criteria continues until 31 December 2021.

1)
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