
Employment of students 2013

Number of employed students decreased
According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics, employment among students decreased
by close on two percentage points in 2013 from the previous year. Slightly more than one-half
of students were employed during their studies. Since 2004, the share has been highest in 2008
when nearly six out of ten students were employed during their studies.

Shares of employed students aged at least 18 of all students in
2008–2013

Working was most common in connection with university and polytechnic studies. Fifty-eight per cent of
university students had an employment contract while studying and 56 per cent of polytechnic students.
In 2013, the share of employed students in upper secondary vocational education decreased most, by good
three percentage points from the year before. One in two students attending upper secondary vocational
education were employed during their studies.

Women worked while studying more frequently than men: 56 per cent of women and 48 per cent of men
had an employment contract while studying. The proportion of employed women in upper secondary
general education and in polytechnic educationwas ten percentage points higher than that of men. Thirty-two
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per cent of women in upper secondary general education were working alongside studies and 61 per cent
of women in polytechnic education. Fifty-three per cent of women in upper secondary level vocational
education worked, which was seven percentage points more than for men.

Employment during studies grew clearly the older the students were. While 23 per cent of students aged
18 were working, the share of employed students aged at least 25 was nearly triple. Of 21-year-old students,
42 per cent and of 24-year-old students, 52 per cent had an employment contract. Among students aged
25 or over, 64 per cent were employed during their studies.

Employment of students during studies varied by field of education. Sixty-three per cent of students in
the fields of social sciences, and business and administration, 60 per cent of students in the fields of health,
welfare and sports, and 55 per cent of students in the fields of humanities and education had a valid
employment contract at the end of 2013.

Employment during studies was more common than the average for the whole country in the regions of
Uusimaa, Ostrobothnia, Kanta-Häme and Varsinais-Suomi, and in Åland. Nearly six in ten students in the
regions of Uusimaa and Åland were working.

More information related to the progress of studies is available from statistics describing Progress of
studies and Discontinuation of education.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Employment of students aged at least 18 years in 2013 and the share of employed
students of all students in 2005-2013

Share of employed students of all studentsEmployed
students

Students totalSector of education

2005200620072008200920102011201220132013

%%%%%%%%%

30,029,831,632,327,629,130,128,427,412 39945 171Upper secondary general education

56,258,662,162,056,656,357,453,249,8112 235225 500Vocational education

53,655,858,559,556,858,959,457,156,378 209138 803Polytechnic education

57,559,160,961,459,661,261,258,457,996 771167 169University education

53,655,658,358,755,256,156,953,752,0299 614576 643Total

Appendix table 2. Employment of students aged at least 18 by level of education and gender in
2013

Male studentsFemale studentsStudentsLevel of education

Of whom employedTotalOf whom employedTotalOf whom employedTotal

%%%

21,64 36320 15732,18 03625 01427,412 39945 171
Upper secondary general
education

45,948 256105 03553,163 959120 44449,8112 215225 479
Upper secondary vocational
education

93,81516100,05595,22021
Post-secondary non-higher
vocational education

48,929 86661 01759,040 87469 22054,370 740130 237
Polytechnic degree
(Bachelor)

46,121 13545 86254,725 91247 33750,547 04793 199
Lower university degree
(Bachelor)

86,22 6823 11387,84 7875 45387,27 4698 566
Higher polytechnic degree
(Master)

61,512 74720 72860,917 41128 61161,130 15849 339
Higher university degree
(Master)

94,01 2951 37893,22 7722 97493,54 0674 352

Specialisation in medicine,
veterinary medicine and
dentistry

76,964884386,767778181,61 3251 624Licentiate’s degree

75,56 7318 91776,47 4439 73876,014 17418 655Doctoral degree

47,8127 738267 06655,5171 876309 57752,0299 614576 643Total
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Appendix table 3. Students and employed students aged at least 18 years by level of education
and age in 2013

AgeEmployed students
total

Students
total

Level of education

25
years-

24
years

23
years

22
years

21
years

20
years

19
years

18
years

%

1 2751621972572985262 8456 83927,412 39945 171
Upper secondary
general education

79 2773 9304 3654 5754 4903 6034 9557 02049,8112 215225 479
Upper secondary
vocational education

20-------95,22021

Post-secondary
non-higher
vocational education

36 7146 3267 4487 6066 4654 2721 8783154,370 740130 237
Polytechnic degree
(Bachelor)

26 8113 6934 1724 2894 0352 7231 2913350,547 04793 199
Lower university
degree (Bachelor)

7 469-------87,27 4698 566
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master)

25 8902 2791 2414561729723-61,130 15849 339
Higher university
degree (Master)

4 067-------93,54 0674 352

Specialisation in
medicine, veterinary
medicine and
dentistry

1 325-------81,61 3251 624Licentiate’s degree

14 1065711-----76,014 17418 655Doctoral degree

196 95416 44717 43417 18315 46011 22110 99213 92352,0299 614576 643Total
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