
Employment of students 2014

Number of employed students decreased
According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics, employment among students decreased
by close on two percentage points in 2014 from the previous year. Slightly more than one-half
of students were employed during their studies. Since 2004, the share has been highest in 2008
when nearly six out of ten students were employed during their studies.

Shares of employed students aged at least 18 of all students in
2008–2014

Working was most common in connection with university and polytechnic studies. Fifty-six per cent of
university students had an employment contract while studying and 54 per cent of polytechnic students.
Close on one-half of students attending upper secondary vocational education were employed during their
studies. In 2014, the share of employed students in polytechnic education decreased most, by good two
percentage points from the year before.

Women worked while studying more frequently than men: 54 per cent of women and 46 per cent of men
had an employment contract while studying. The proportion of employed women in upper secondary
general education and in polytechnic education was ten percentage points higher than that of men. Thirty
per cent of women in upper secondary general education were working alongside studies and 59 per cent
of women in polytechnic education. Nearly fifty-two per cent of women in upper secondary level vocational
education worked, which was seven percentage points more than for men.
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Employment during studies grew clearly the older the students were. While 22 per cent of students aged
18 were working, the share of employed students aged at least 25 was nearly triple. Of 21-year-old students,
40 per cent and of 24-year-old students, 50 per cent had an employment contract. Among students aged
25 or over, 63 per cent were employed during their studies.

Employment of students during studies varied by field of education. Sixty per cent of students in the fields
of social sciences, and business and administration, 59 per cent of students in the fields of health, welfare
and sports, and 53 per cent of students in the fields of humanities and education had a valid employment
contract at the end of 2014.

Employment during studies was more common than the average for the whole country in the regions of
Uusimaa, Ostrobothnia, Central Ostrobothnia, Kanta-Häme and Varsinais-Suomi, and in Åland.

More information related to the progress of studies is available from statistics describing Progress of
studies and Discontinuation of education.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Employment of students aged at least 18 years in 2014 and the share of employed
students of all students in 2005-2014

Share of employed students of all studentsEmployed studentsStudents totalSector of education

20052006200720082009201020112012201320142014

%%%%%%%%%%

30,029,831,632,327,629,130,128,427,425,811 33143 968
Upper secondary general
education

56,258,662,162,056,656,357,453,249,848,2112 091232 344Vocational education

53,655,858,559,556,858,959,457,156,354,375 248138 652Polytechnic education

57,559,160,961,459,661,261,258,457,956,392 204163 754University education

53,655,658,358,755,256,156,953,752,050,3290 874578 718Total

Appendix table 2. Employment of students aged at least 18 by level of education and gender in
2014

Male studentsFemale studentsStudentsLevel of education

Of whom employedTotalOf whom employedTotalOf whom employedTotal

%%%

19,93 88919 50530,47 44224 46325,811 33143 968
Upper secondary general
education

44,348 111108 60551,763 933123 68948,2112 044232 294
Upper secondary vocational
education

97,2353685,7121494,04750
Post-secondary non-higher
vocational education

46,928 58160 88756,638 77468 54752,067 355129 434Polytechnic degree (Bachelor)

44,319 57544 22852,624 02445 63748,543 59989 865
Lower university degree
(Bachelor)

84,92 8003 29786,05 0935 92185,67 8939 218
Higher polytechnic degree
(Master)

59,612 58121 11359,917 09828 54259,829 67949 655
Higher university degree
(Master)

94,01 3161 40092,32 7372 96592,94 0534 365

Specialisation in medicine,
veterinary medicine and
dentistry

75,453170483,960171679,71 1321 420Licentiate�s degree

73,86 4168 69675,17 3259 75374,513 74118 449Doctoral degree

46,1123 835268 47153,8167 039310 24750,3290 874578 718Total

Appendix table 3. Students and employed students aged at least 18 years by level of education
and age in 2014

AgeEmployed
students

Students
total

Level of education

25 years-24
years

23
years

22
years

21
years

20
years

19
years

18
years

%

1 1131381982272764432 5736 36325,811 33143 968
Upper secondary
general education

80 5594 0124 2264 6094 4313 6614 0266 52048,2112 044232 294
Upper secondary
vocational education

4511-----94,04750

Post-secondary
non-higher
vocational education
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AgeEmployed
students

Students
total

Level of education

25 years-24
years

23
years

22
years

21
years

20
years

19
years

18
years

%

35 9136 1117 3067 2245 9623 7551 0562852,067 355129 434
Polytechnic degree
(Bachelor)

24 4373 4433 8954 3313 7982 5631 1092348,543 59989 865
Lower university
degree (Bachelor)

7 8912------85,67 8939 218
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master)

25 3152 3471 2404891768328159,829 67949 655
Higher university
degree (Master)

4 053-------92,94 0534 365

Specialisation in
medicine, veterinary
medicine and
dentistry

1 1311------79,71 1321 420Licentiate’s degree

13 6844971----74,513 74118 449Doctoral degree

194 14116 10416 87316 88114 64310 5058 79212 93550,3290 874578 718Total
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