
Employment of students 2015

Every other student was working while studying
According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics, employment among students decreased
by close on one percentage in 2015 from the previous year. Slightly less than one-half of students
were employed during their studies. Since 2004, the share has been highest in 2008 when nearly
six out of ten students were employed during their studies.

Shares of employed students aged at least 18 of all students in
2008–2015

Working was most common in connection with university and university of applied sciences studies.
Fifty-five per cent of university students and 54 per cent of university of applied sciences students had an
employment contract while studying. Close on one-half of students attending upper secondary vocational
education were employed during their studies. In 2015, the share of employed students in university
education decreased most, by around one percentage point from the year before.

Women worked while studying more frequently than men: 53 per cent of women and 46 per cent of men
had an employment contract while studying. The proportion of employed women in upper secondary
general education and in university of applied sciences education was ten percentage points higher than
that of men. Thirty per cent of women in upper secondary general education were working alongside
studies and 56 per cent of women in university of applied sciences education. Fifty-one per cent of women
in upper secondary vocational education worked, which was seven percentage points more than for men.
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Employment during studies grew clearly the older the students were. While 22 per cent of students aged
18 were working, the share of employed students aged at least 25 was nearly triple. Of 21-year-old students,
39 per cent and of 24-year-old students, 49 per cent had an employment contract. Among students aged
25 or over, 61 per cent were employed during their studies.

Employment of students during studies varied by field of education. Sixty-one per cent of students in the
fields of social sciences, and business and administration, 56 per cent of students in the fields of health,
welfare and sports, and 53 per cent of students in the fields of humanities and education had a valid
employment contract at the end of 2015.

Employment during studies was more common than the average for the whole country in the regions of
Uusimaa, Ostrobothnia and Varsinais-Suomi, and in Åland.

More information on the employment of students can be found from the Tables in databases. More
information related to the progress of studies is available from statistics describing Progress of studies
and Discontinuation of education.
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http://pxnet2.stat.fi/PXWeb/pxweb/en/StatFin/StatFin__kou__opty/?tablelist=true&rxid=c9496d0f-4a35-4128-809c-2f9ca7c08faa
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/opku/index_en.html
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/kkesk/index_en.html
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Employment of students aged at least 18 years in 2015 and the share of employed
students of all students in 2005-2015

2005200620072008200920102011201220132014Employed students
2015

Students total
2015

Sector of education

%%%%%%%%%%%

30,029,831,632,327,629,130,128,427,4100,026,011 44844 013
Upper secondary
general education

56,258,662,162,056,656,357,453,249,8100,047,8112 261234 764Vocational education

53,655,858,559,556,858,959,457,156,3100,054,375 853139 670
Polytechnic
education

57,559,160,961,459,661,261,258,457,9100,055,086 518157 429University education

53,655,658,358,755,256,156,953,752,0100,049,7286 080575 876Total

Appendix table 2. Employment of students aged at least 18 by level of education and gender in
2015

Male studentsFemale studentsStudentsLevel of education

Of whom employedTotalOf whom employedTotalOf whom employedTotal

%%%

20,73 98819 29630,27 46024 71726,011 44844 013
Upper secondary general
education

44,048 069109 32651,264 192125 43847,8112 261234 764
Upper secondary vocational
education

46,628 56261 34156,438 46868 16751,867 030129 508
University of applied sciences
degree(Bachelor)

42,918 03742 07652,822 99743 55147,941 03485 627
Lower university degree
(Bachelor)

86,53 1643 65987,05 6596 50386,88 82310 162
University of applied sciences
degree (Master)

59,213 30822 48859,117 51129 63159,130 81952 119
Higher university degree
(Master)

90,9101189,713114689,8141157

Specialisation in medicine,
veterinary medicine and
dentistry

74,547463681,251863877,99921 274Licentiate�s degree

73,36 3008 59874,97 2329 65474,113 53218 252Doctoral degree

45,6121 912267 43153,2164 168308 44549,7286 080575 876Total

4



Appendix table 3. Students and employed students aged at least 18 years by level of education
and age in 2015

AgeEmployed students
total

Students
total

Level of education

25 years-24
years

23
years

22
years

21
years

20
years

19
years

18
years

%

25 years-24
years

23
years

22
years

21
years

20
years

19
years

18
years

Employed studentsStudents
total

Level of education

1 0781301862052833962 6606 51026,011 44844 013
Upper secondary
general education

82 7023 9024 2944 1894 2673 1703 4656 27247,8112 261234 764
Upper secondary
vocational education

36 6266 1737 2307 1505 6243 2929161951,867 030129 508

University of applied
sciences
degree(Bachelor)

22 3703 0054 0024 2623 8892 3691 1221547,941 03485 627
Lower university
degree (Bachelor)

8 8221------86,88 82310 162

University of applied
sciences degree
(Master)

25 8972 6051 5195091659826-59,130 81952 119
Higher university
degree (Master)

141-------89,8141157

Specialisation in
medicine, veterinary
medicine and
dentistry

992-------77,99921 274Licentiate�s degree

13 4586013-1---74,113 53218 252Doctoral degree

192 08615 87617 24416 31514 2299 3258 18912 81649,7286 080575 876Total

5



Education 2017

Inquiries
029 551 2594Vesa Hämäläinen

Director in charge:
Jari Tarkoma
 
koulutustilastot@stat.fi
www.stat.fi
Source: Education. Statistics Finland

ISSN 1796-0479Communication and Information Services, Statistics Finland
= Official Statistics of
Finland

tel. +358 29 551 2220
www.stat.fi

ISSN 1799-0017 (pdf)
Publication orders, Edita Publishing Oy
tel. +358 20 450 05
www.editapublishing.fi


