
Employment of students 2017

Share of employed students grew
According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics, employment among students increased
by 2.5 percentage points in 2017 from the previous year. Over one-half of students were employed
during their studies. Working was most common in connection with university and university of
applied sciences studies.

Shares of employed students aged at least 18 of all students in
2009–2017

Fifty-six per cent of university students and 58 per cent of university of applied sciences students had an
employment contract while studying. Fifty-three per cent of students attending vocational education were
employed during their studies.

Women worked while studying more frequently than men: 56 per cent of women and 50 per cent of men
had an employment contract while studying. The proportion of employed women in upper secondary
general education and in university of applied sciences education was around ten percentage points higher
than that of men. Thirty-six per cent of women in upper secondary general education were working
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alongside studies and 59 per cent of women studying for a university of applied sciences degree. Fifty-five
per cent of women in vocational education worked, which was five percentage points more than for men.

There were differences in employment during studies among students of different ages. While 29 per cent
of students aged 18 were working, and correspondingly, 40 per cent of students aged 21 and 52 per cent
of students aged 24 had an employment contract. Among students aged 25 or over, 64 per cent were
employed during their studies.

Employment of students during studies varied by field of education. Sixty per cent of students in the fields
of social sciences, journalism and information, 59 per cent of students in the fields of health and welfare,
and 48 per cent of students in the fields of arts and humanities had a valid employment contract at the end
of 2017.

Employment during studies was more common than the average for the whole country in the regions of
Uusimaa, Ostrobothnia and Southeast Finland and in Åland.

More information on the employment of students can be found from the Tables in databases. More
information related to the progress of studies is available from statistics describing Progress of studies
and Discontinuation of education.
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http://pxnet2.stat.fi/PXWeb/pxweb/en/StatFin/StatFin__kou__opty/?tablelist=true&rxid=c9496d0f-4a35-4128-809c-2f9ca7c08faa
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/opku/index_en.html
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/kkesk/index_en.html
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Employment of students aged at least 18 years in 2017 and the share of employed
students of all students in 2005-2017

200520062007200820092010201120122013201420152016Employed students
2017

Students
total
2017

Sector of
education

%%%%%%%%%%%%%

30,029,831,632,327,629,130,128,427,425,826,027,031,513 58243 165

Upper secondary
general
education

56,258,662,162,056,656,357,453,249,848,247,849,752,7126 479240 147
Vocational
education

53,655,858,559,556,858,959,457,156,354,354,355,257,881 661141 234

University of
applied sciences
education

57,559,160,961,459,661,261,258,457,956,355,055,256,286 109153 261
University
education

53,655,658,358,755,256,156,953,752,050,349,750,853,3307 831577 807Total

Appendix table 2. Employment of students aged at least 18 by level of education and gender in
2017

Of whom employedMale
students
total

Of whom employedFemale
students
total

Employed studentsStudents
total

Level of education

%%%

25,34 72818 71836,28 85424 44731,513 58243 165
General upper
secondary education

37,728 15774 68445,238 61885 51541,766 775160 199

Vocational upper
secondary education
and training

70,517 44924 74167,920 20829 77369,137 65754 514Further qualification

86,39 36310 84586,912 68414 58986,722 04725 434Specialist qualification

50,331 48062 56059,439 46566 47655,070 945129 036
Polytechnic bachelors
degree

42,316 14038 12052,721 16940 13647,737 30978 256
University bachelor
degree

87,33 6904 22988,27 0267 96987,910 71612 198
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master)

61,314 99924 47661,819 60531 73961,634 60456 215
Higher university
degree (Master)

100,0101093,714915994,1159169

Professional
specialisation in
medicine, veterinary
and dentistry

73,935447982,736444078,1718919Licentiates degree

74,86 2258 31775,67 0949 38575,213 31917 702
Doctoral or equivalent
level

49,6132 595267 17956,4175 236310 62853,3307 831577 807Total
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Appendix table 3. Students and employed students aged at least 18 years by level of education
and age in 2017

25 years-24
years

23
years

22
years

21
years

20
years

19
years

18
years

Employed studentsStudents
total

Level of education

%

1 0691721822182314102 7308 57031,513 58243 165
General upper
secondary education

41 8082 5652 9352 9212 8652 4383 3447 89941,766 775160 199

Vocational upper
secondary education
and training

33 5641 04099084975636188969,137 65754 514Further qualification

21 516231142894722--86,722 04725 434
Specialist
qualification

41 1186 6857 5246 9455 0382 7958172355,070 945129 036
Polytechnic
bachelors degree

19 1122 8873 9554 2393 7862 2991 0092247,737 30978 256
University bachelor
degree

10 716-------87,910 71612 198
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master)

28 4173 3341 86465018112033561,634 60456 215
Higher university
degree (Master)

159-------94,1159169

Professional
specialisation in
medicine, veterinary
and dentistry

7171------78,1718919Licentiates degree

13 267429-1---75,213 31917 702
Doctoral or
equivalent level

211 46316 95717 60115 91112 9058 4458 02116 52853,3307 831577 807Total
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