
Statistics on offences and coercive
methods
Domestic violence and intimate partner violence 2018

Among adults, 76.5 per cent of victims of domestic violence
and intimate partner violence were women
According to Statistics Finland's data, there were 9,900 victims in domestic violence and intimate
partner violence offences reported to the authorities in 2018, which is 3.6 per cent more than in
the previous year. In domestic violence and intimate partner violence directed at adults, one-half
took place between married or cohabiting couples. Of adult victims, 76.5 per cent were women.
Of all victims, 24.4 per cent were minors.

Adult victims of domestic violence and intimate partner violence by
sex in 2009 to 2018

There were 9,900 victims in domestic violence and intimate partner violence offences reported to the
authorities in 2018, which is 3.6 per cent more than in the previous year. Among these victims, 75.3 per
cent were adults. In all, 24.4 per cent were minors and the age of 0.3 per cent is unknown. Of adult victims,
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76.5 per cent were women. Of all suspects, 77.6 per cent were men. The statistics include only cases
reported to the authorities, by no means all cases of domestic violence and intimate partner violence are
reported to the authorities.

In all, 37.5 per cent of domestic violence and intimate partner violence recorded in 2018 was violence
between married or cohabiting couples, which is 1.4 percentage points higher than in 2017. The share has
been decreasing from 2009, when it was 44.7 per cent. In 2018, one-sixth of domestic violence and intimate
partner violence took place between former married or cohabiting couples. In slightly over 80 per cent of
cases of violence between married or cohabiting couples and former married or cohabiting couples the
victim was a woman. Violence between married or cohabiting couples and former married or cohabiting
couples increased by close on 200 cases (3.8 per cent) from the previous year. In 2018, the number of
cases reported was 5,400. In these statistics, persons are considered former cohabiting couples if they have
lived together in the year preceding the statistical reference year but not in the statistical reference year.

Victims of domestic violence and intimate partner violence 2009 to 2018

20182017201620151)201420132012201120102009Relation between the victim and the suspect

9,8869,5469,9059,7418,8649,42210,60510,2196,6515,807Total

2,3952,1762,2362,3161,7741,8252,2821,8521,4191,038Suspect is the parent of the victim

1,4371,3081,3531,3961,1121,1541,4581,217914716
...Suspect is the biological or adoptive father
of the victim

830757759795567568699508377260
...Suspect is the biological or adoptive mother
of the victim

1281111241259510312512712862
...Suspect is a parent in the victim's family,
not biological

468499512518492591575575329297Siblings

566490506474501483506517351286Directed by a child at his or her parent, total

3,7053,4473,8143,6543,5623,8184,4184,4422,6962,593
Between spouses and co-habitating partners
total

1,5491,4581,6361,6201,3601,4241,6421,651989984...Co-habiting partner

2,1561,9892,1782,0342,2022,3942,7762,7911,7071,609...Spouse

841864869801821854900914600513Former spouse

8038438318938809371,013963668625Former co-habitating partner

365324296255585860504434Other person living in the same household

33202230253638323518Cousin

710883819800751820813874509403The victim and suspect have a common child

Starting from 2015, we have also considered, whether the victim and suspect have lived in the same dwelling in any month during
the statistical reference year. We have formed cohabiting couples of those living in the same dwelling if both are aged over 18,
of opposite sexes and their age difference is less than 16 years.

1)

Recorded cases of domestic violence and intimate partner violence directed by parents against their
underage children has increased. In 2018, a total of 2,400 cases of violence directed by parents against
their underage children was recorded, which is 24.3 per cent of all recorded cases of domestic violence
and intimate partner violence. The growth compared to 2017 was 200 cases. Close on 500 cases of violence
between siblings was recorded. In one-quarter of such cases, the victim was a minor.

Adult victims
Of victims of domestic violence and intimate partner violence, 7,400 were adults. Good one-half of them
were aged between 25 and 44. Of the victims, 76.5 per cent were women. The share of women has decreased
by nearly five percentage points from 2009. In turn, 81.5 per cent of suspects were men. The share of male
suspects has fallen by nearly five percentage points from 2009. In case of male victims, the suspect was
also male in one-third of cases. Correspondingly, in case of female victims the suspect was also female
in only four per cent of cases.
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In 2018, one-half of domestic violence and intimate partner violence cases directed at adults took place
between married or cohabiting couples. The share has decreased by around five percentage points in the
past decade. Fifty-eight per cent of violence between couples was between married couples and 42 per
cent between cohabiting couples. The share of violence between married couples has decreased by four
percentage points over a decade. For male victims, the suspect is the current spouse or cohabiting partner
in around 40 per cent of cases and for female victims in slightly over 50 per cent of cases.

Violence between former married or cohabiting couples represented 22 per cent of all violence directed
at adults. Here, persons are considered former cohabiting couples if they have lived together in the year
preceding the statistical reference year but not in the statistical reference year.

In addition, the victim and suspect had a child together in 10 per cent of cases. Current and former married
or cohabiting couples can also have a common child but in this examination, we have primarily established
who are married or cohabiting and only then looked at whether the victim and suspect have a common
child.

In slightly over 10 per cent of cases where the victim was a man, the suspect was his sister or brother.

Of domestic violence and intimate partner violence directed at adults, 75 per cent were assaults. Close on
20 per cent were menaces. For men, the share of assaults was slightly higher and the share of menaces
slightly lower than for women. The share of sexual offences in domestic violence and intimate partner
violence was around one per cent.

Underage victims
In 2,400 recorded cases of domestic violence and intimate partner violence in 2018 the victim was aged
under 18. The share of underage victims has increased from around 18 per cent in 2009 to 25 per cent.
The recorded number of underage victims has grown partly as a result of legislative changes. The legislative
amendment, which entered into force at the beginning of 2011, considerably increased the number of
recorded assault offences. After the legislative amendment, petty assaults on minors or close relatives
became officially prosecutable. In addition, at the beginning of April 2015, an amendment to the Child
Welfare Act (1302/2014) came into effect, which extended the reporting obligation in cases where an
offence against a child's life or health is suspected.
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Child victims of domestic violence and intimate partner violence by
sex in 2009 to 2018

Of domestic violence and intimate partner violence cases directed at minors, 96 per cent were committed
by adults. Sixty-five per cent of violence by adults against minors were committed by men in 2018. The
share of men as suspects has decreased from nearly 75 per cent in 2009.

Of minor victims, 53.3 per cent were boys. The share of boys has increased by around four percentage
points from 2009. Among victims aged under 10, around 60 per cent were boys. The share of girls increases
as the age of the victim increases: of victims aged 10 to 14 around 55 per cent and of victims aged 15 to
17 slightly over 60 per cent are girls.

Of all underage victims, 23 per cent were aged under five, 37 per cent were aged between five and nine,
27 per cent between 10 and 14 and 13 per cent between 15 and 17.

Recurrence of domestic violence and intimate partner violence
In 2018, altogether 9,900 cases of domestic violence and intimate partner violence were recorded, and
they had 7,700 different victims. Around 20 per cent of the victims or 1,500 persons had been the victim
of domestic violence and intimate partner violence more than once in 2018. There were 1,200 adult victims
of repeated violence of whom 84 per cent were women.

In 2009 to 2018, there were 8,200 persons among the 60,000 victims of domestic and intimate partner
violence that, according to the police, have been victims of domestic and intimate partner violence in at
least two different years and 2,000 in at least three different years. Among adults, around 7,000 had been
victims in at least two different years, 83 per cent of whom were women. Among adults who had been
victims in at least three different years, 89 per cent were women. There were slightly under 1,000 underage
persons who had been victims in several years.

Data material
The domestic violence and intimate partner violence data were formed based on register data of offences
recorded by the police. Information about domicile, family status and children, parents, spouses and
registered partnerships has been combined from Statistics Finland's data for the victim and suspect in the
police Patja system of crime reporting data. It has been established whether the victim and suspect are
cohabiting based on family status and domicile data. The register data are from the statistical reference
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year. The data also take into consideration cases where the victim and suspect have been cohabiting in the
year preceding the statistical reference year. An examination of whether the victim and suspect have a
common child has been added to the statistical data. If the victim and suspect are a cohabiting or married
couple or a former married or cohabiting couple they are primarily included in these categories and only
then do we examine whether the victim and suspect have a common child.

Starting from 2015, we have also considered, whether the victim and suspect have lived in the same
dwelling in any month during the statistical reference year. We have formed cohabiting couples of those
living in the same dwelling if both are aged over 18, of opposite sexes and their age difference is less than
16 years. All offences that were reported in the statistical reference year are included, so the offence can
have taken place in an earlier year. In addition to sexual offences in Chapter 20 of the Criminal Code and
offences against life and health in Chapter 21, offences related to domestic violence and intimate partner
violence include deprivation of personal liberty (Criminal Code, Chapter 25, Sections 1 to 2), menace
(Chapter 25, Section 7), stalking (Chapter 25, Section 7a), coercion (Chapter 25, Section 8) and trafficking
in human beings (Chapter 25, Section 3). In addition, robberies (Chapter 31, Section 1) and extortions
(Chapter 31, Section 3) are included.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Victims of domestic violence and intimate partner violence by persons suspected
age 2017 and 2018

Victim sexPersons suspected age

TotalFemaleMale

201820172018201720182017

9164584833160-14

1191345077695715-17

32839221426011413218-20

73972349747324225021-24

2,8502,6651,8901,82796083825-34

3,0172,9382,0452,03197290735-44

1,8391,8201,3411,37349844745-54

63559650343713215955-64

268214231179373565-

9,8869,5466,8296,7053,0572,841Total
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