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Unemployment higher than average for persons not
belonging to a family in 2016
According to the preliminary data of Statistics Finland's employment statistics, 355,000 persons
aged 18 to 64 were unemployed (share of the labour force around 14 per cent) at the end of
2016. The share of unemployed persons in the labour force was around 20 per cent for persons
not belonging to a family. For spouses of families with children, the corresponding share was
about eight per cent.

Share of unemployed persons (aged 18 to 64) in labour force by
family status in 1990 to 2016*, %

*Data for 2016 are preliminary

According to the preliminary data of employment statistics, unemployed persons accounted for nearly 14
per cent of the labour force in 2016. Viewed by family status, the share of unemployed was biggest for
those not belonging to a family, around 20 per cent. The share was, in turn, smallest for those with the
status of a spouse with children in the family. In this group, the share of unemployed persons was around
eight per cent. Children comprise all persons, regardless of age, who live with their parents, or the spouse’s
biological or adopted children.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 19.12.2017
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The preliminary data indicate that there were differences in the unemployment of men and women not
belonging to a family in 2016: Around 24 per cent of men not belonging to a family in the labour force
were unemployed and about 16 per cent of women. In the group of persons with families, the difference
between sexes was around one percentage point.

Over 84,000 men not belonging to a family unemployed
At the end of 2016, unemployedmen aged 18 to 64 not belonging to a family numbered 84,300 andwomen
43,300. The number of unemployed men not belonging to a family covers 24 per cent of all unemployed
persons.

Unemployed persons (aged 18 to 64) by family status and sex in
2016, persons

*The category others includes those whose family status is that of a child, those in the institutional population and unclassified

The 18 to 24 age group was biggest for unemployed men not belonging to a family (11,600 persons).
Correspondingly, the smallest age group was formed by men aged 40 to 44 (7,200 persons.) Of women
not belonging to a family, unemployed were most those aged 60 to 64, that is, 7,800 persons, and least
those aged 40 to 44, in all 2,400 persons.

According to the preliminary data, employed persons accounted for 68 per cent of the population aged 18
to 64. Fifty-five per cent of men not belonging to a family were employed and 62 per cent of women not
belonging to a family.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Share of unemployed persons (aged 18 to 64) in labour force by family status in
1990 to 2016, %

TotalMother/father, no spouseCohabiting/married
spouse, children

Cohabiting/married spouse, no
children

Not belonging to a familyYear

5.75.83.65.28.41990

12.111.68.111.516.51991

18.017.412.517.323.31992

22.222.515.721.929.11993

20.422.614.020.128.51994

19.822.413.119.828.11995

19.422.812.819.727.81996

16.720.810.817.024.81997

15.119.39.615.222.61998

14.118.79.014.121.41999

12.617.07.912.419.32000

12.416.77.811.619.12001

12.015.77.411.218.52002

12.015.87.411.118.52003

11.815.57.211.118.02004

11.114.96.710.617.02005

9.712.95.89.414.92006

8.511.44.98.213.12007

9.011.15.48.313.82008

11.614.07.410.517.32009

10.413.16.29.516.02010

9.912.45.79.115.42011

10.813.16.410.016.52012

12.615.07.811.618.52013

13.916.48.612.820.12014

14.417.28.913.120.92015

13.716.88.312.320.220161)

Data for 2016 are preliminary1)
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Appendix table 2. Unemployed persons (aged 18 to 64) by area and family status in 2016

TotalOthers1)Mother/father, no
spouse

Cohabiting/married
spouse, children

Cohabiting/married
spouse, no children

Not belonging to a
family

Area

5516034115126216Åland

9,8871,1155511,9482,6903,583South Karelia

9,9911,3065462,4912,5303,118South Ostrobothnia

9,8241,1034731,9662,8173,465Etelä-Savo

5,1346312391,0441,4551,765Kainuu

10,2711,1846022,2702,6143,601Kanta-Häme

3,5194471889529061,026Central Ostrobothnia

21,3352,1331,1544,5615,6617,826Central Finland

14,1431,5337932,9263,7145,177Kymenlaakso

13,0531,5587042,8513,4254,515Lapland

37,6433,5742,2768,3999,69313,701Pirkanmaa

8,1729124222,2092,0482,581Ostrobothnia

13,1411,2996512,6213,7064,864North Karelia

28,3323,1871,6136,8896,9869,657North Ostrobothnia

15,6151,5507953,0634,3065,901Pohjois-Savo

15,0251,4531,0252,8833,8245,840Päijät-Häme

15,1381,5118503,4754,2325,070Satakunta

93,8989,8107,46720,78721,29534,539Uusimaa

30,6923,1771,9486,8717,57911,117Varsinais-Suomi

355,36437,54322,33178,32189,607127,562Whole country

The category others includes those whose family status is that of a child, those in the institutional population and unclassified1)
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Appendix table 3. Share of unemployed persons (aged 18 to 64) in labour force by family status
and sex in 2016 (preliminary data), %

WomenMenFamily status

15.623.8Not belonging to a family

11.812.7Cohabiting/married spouse, no children

8.87.8Cohabiting/married spouse, children

17.115.5Mother/father, no spouse

16.827.3Others1)

12.215.1Total

The category others includes those whose family status is that of a child, those in the institutional population and unclassified1)
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Appendix table 4. Share of employed persons in the population (aged 18 to 64) by family status
and sex in 2016 (preliminary data), %

TotalWomenMenFamily status

57.961.954.9Not belonging to a family

70.971.170.7Cohabiting/married spouse, no children

82.979.586.4Cohabiting/married spouse, children

69.668.674.8Mother/father, no spouse

39.540.638.9Other1)

68.369.467.2Total

The category others includes those whose family status is that of a child, those in the institutional population and unclassified1)
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Appendix table 5. Unemployed persons (aged 18 to 64) not belonging to a family by age and sex
2016

TotalWomenMenAge

18,5416,96311,57818 - 24

15,8984,77311,12525 - 29

13,1293,4969,63330 - 34

10,5802,6037,97735 - 39

9,6502,4477,20340 - 44

11,7073,5068,20145 - 49

15,0025,1919,81150 - 54

16,4466,4919,95555 - 59

16,6097,7938,81660 - 64

127,56243,26384,299Total
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