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Young people in Kymenlaakso are working or studying less
often than others in 2016
According to Statistics Finland's employment statistics, 27 per cent of the population aged 18 to
24 living in Kymenlaakso were outside work and education1) at the end of 2016. Of the 12,460
young people in the region, 3,310 were unemployed, pensioners or belonged to the group others
in the inactive population. In the whole country, the proportion of young people not working or
studying was 19 per cent. Among regions, the share has been highest in Kymenlaakso in all
years between 2011 and 2016.

Share of persons aged 18 to 24 outside work and education of the
correspondingly aged population by region and year, %

Those outside work and education refer to persons who were outside the following main type of activity categories: employed,
students, and conscripts and those in non-military service. The group includes unemployed persons, pensioners and others in
the inactive population.

1)

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 16.2.2018
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At the end of 2016, there were 84,900 young people aged 18 to 24 outside work and education (19 per
cent of the age group). The share was slightly lower than in the previous year but still five percentage
points higher than five years earlier in 2011.

Examined by region, the share of people outside work and education was largest in Kymenlaakso and
smallest in Ostrobothnia. In Kymenlaakso, more than one-quarter of those aged 18 to 24 (27 per cent)
were not working or studying at the end of the year. In Ostrobothnia, fewer than one in six were outside
these groups (14 per cent) in 2016. The share has been highest in Kymenlaakso and lowest in Ostrobothnia
in all years between 2011 and 2016.

In Kymenlaakso, the share of employed persons in the age group 18 to 24 was 41 per cent and that of
students 31 per cent. The proportion of the unemployed in the labour force in this age group in Kymenlaakso
was 29 per cent. In Ostrobothnia, the share of unemployed persons in the labour force aged 18 to 24 was
12 per cent and the share of employed persons was 53 per cent.

Population aged 18 to 24 by main type of activity living in
Kymenlaakso and Ostrobothnia in 2016, %

Share of persons outside work and education (aged 18 to 24) exceeded 28
per cent in 21 municipalities in 2016
Examined by region, the share of young people not working or studying was highest in the region of
Kymenlaakso but examined by municipality, the shares of municipalities belonging to Kymenlaakso were
not among the highest in the country.

For example, the region of North Karelia also had municipalities, where the proportion of the population
18 to 24 outside work and education was higher than in the municipalities of Kymenlaakso. However, the
share of young people outside the groups was higher in the region of Kymenlaakso than in North Karelia.
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Share of persons aged 18 to 24 not working or studying among the
correspondingly aged population by municipality in 2016, %
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1. Economic dependency ratio was 142 in 2016
According to the data of Statistics Finland's employment statistics, the economic dependency ratio was
142 in 2016. This means that there were 142 non-employed persons per one hundred employed persons
in 2016. In 2015, the dependency ratio was 143. There were 2,250,000 working persons aged 18 to 64 in
2016 of whom 2,016,000 were wage and salary earners and 234,000 were entrepreneurs. There were a
total of 356,000 unemployed persons and 2,872,000 persons in the inactive population.

Economic dependency ratio in 1990 to 2016

The economic dependency ratio refers to the ratio of the number of employed persons to unemployed
persons and persons in the inactive population. The inactive population includes persons aged 0 to 14,
students and pupils, conscripts and those in non-military service, pensioners and others in the inactive
population.

When the number of employed rises relative to the number of unemployed and persons in the inactive
population, the economic dependency ratio falls. Correspondingly, when the number of unemployed and
persons in the inactive population grows relative to the number of employed, the economic dependency
ratio grows. The variation of the economic dependency ratio may be influenced by the growing number
of pensioners and the employment situation. There has been great variation in the economic dependency
ratio in the past few decades. During the recession in the 1990s, the economic dependency ratio was high.
It was at its highest in 1993, when there were 172 non-employed persons per one hundred employed
persons. The economic dependency ratio was at its lowest in 1989 (112).

1.1 Number of employed in the population was 2,276,000 and that of persons
in the inactive population was 3,228,000
In 2016, a total of 356,000 persons were unemployed. The number of unemployed decreased by 19,000
from the year before. Of those in the inactive population, 1,390,000 were pensioners, 408,000 students
and pupils, 894,000 were aged 0 to 14, and 7,300 were conscripts and in the non-military service.

The share of unemployed persons aged 18 to 64 of the correspondingly aged labour force was 13.6 per
cent in 2016. The figure fell by 0.8 percentage points from the previous year. The share of unemployed
was 12.2 per cent for women and 15.1 per cent for men.
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Population by main type of activity in 1990 to 2016

The weakening of the economic dependency ratio is influenced by the share of unemployed persons as
well as by the ageing of the population and thus, by the number of pensioners. In 2016, Finland had
1,390,000 pensioners. In 2015, the number of pensioners was 1,368,000. The number of pensioners grew
by 22,000 persons in a year.

1.2 Economic dependency ratios lowest in the regions of Åland, Uusimaa
and Ostrobothnia
In the comparison between regions, the economic dependency ratio was lowest in Åland in 2016. In the
region, there 100 unemployed and persons in the inactive population per one hundred employed persons.
In Åland, there were 14,600 employed and 550 unemployed persons. On the regional level, the economic
dependency ratio was also low in the region of Uusimaa, where the economic dependency ratio was 117
and in Ostrobothnia, where it was 134. The economic dependency ratios in 2016 were highest in the
following regions: North Karelia (176), Kymenlaakso (173), andKainuu (172). Therewere 59,500 employed
and 13,200 unemployed persons in North Karelia. In 2016, the share of unemployed persons in the labour
force was highest in North Karelia (18.3%) and lowest in Åland (3.7%).

Economic dependency ratio by region in 2016
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1.3 Share of pensioners largest in the region of Etelä-Savo
The growing number of pensioners is visible in all regions. There is great variation in the share of pensioners
between the regions. In 2016, the share of pensioners in the population of the region was highest in
Etelä-Savo (34.3%) and lowest in Uusimaa (19.8%). The number of pensioners was 51,000 in Etelä-Savo
and 324,000 in Uusimaa in 2016.

Share of pensioners by region in 2005 and 2016, %
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Population aged 18 to 24 by main type of activity and by region in 2016

Share of
unemployed
in the labour
force, %

Share of
employed
in the
population,
%

PopulationOther
persons
outside
the
labour
force

Conscripts,
persons in
non-military
service

PensionersStudentsUnemployedEmployedRegion

4.966.72,041185137386701,362Åland

26.440.010,2206951811403,6551,4664,083South Karelia

19.747.814,6639922552134,4721,7167,015
South
Ostrobothnia

24.242.510,6366301731553,7081,4454,525Etelä-Savo

24.042.55,434405841081,7957302,312Kainuu

21.346.912,4739342631703,6731,5805,853Kanta-Häme

19.847.75,596337811031,7516572,,667
Central
Ostrobothnia

24.141.725,2951,3563673269,3683,33810,540Central Finland

28.640.512,4601,0583052363,8022,0165,043Kymenlaakso

20.145.114,2048471772364,9221,6166,406Lapland

21.844.444,3512,79769552715,1635,48119,688Pirkanmaa

11.852.516,0759331931655,2221,1308,432Ostrobothnia

25.539.313,8948311851815,3611,8715,465North Karelia

24.142.736,9082,20254761912,7805,01215,748
North
Ostrobothnia

20.644.120,6191,4042712757,2322,3519,086Pohjois-Savo

21.745.015,2941,0563532374,8671,9056,876Päijät-Häme

21.046.216,4551,1982842755,0802,0237,595Satakunta

11.653.4138,32110,4612,0651,37140,8449,65673,924Uusimaa

16.849.541,0382,55154751212,9984,11320,317Varsinais-Suomi

18.247.6455,97730,8727,0275,886147,07948,176216,937Whole country
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Appendix table 2. The share of persons (aged 18 to 24) not working or studying among the
correspondingly aged population by region in 2011 to 2016, %1)

201120122013201420152016Region

14.016.615.515.215.514.3Åland

16.717.419.021.723.222.5South Karelia

13.314.817.219.420.419.9South Ostrobothnia

15.616.619.120.522.321.0Etelä-Savo

17.418.223.325.124.122.9Kainuu

14.915.318.820.021.321.5Kanta-Häme

13.713.916.418.819.619.6Central Ostrobothnia

16.417.319.921.020.919.8Central Finland

20.620.524.126.627.726.6Kymenlaakso

17.417.621.120.521.119.0Lapland

14.815.618.619.920.619.9Pirkanmaa

9.710.312.513.514.313.9Ostrobothnia

15.716.619.220.221.220.7North Karelia

16.317.019.821.421.821.2North Ostrobothnia

14.815.417.319.920.819.5Pohjois-Savo

16.017.119.722.321.920.9Päijät-Häme

15.016.218.420.321.921.2Satakunta

12.112.414.716.116.415.5Uusimaa

13.414.517.018.018.117.5Varsinais-Suomi

14.214.917.518.919.518.6Whole country

Persons not working or studying refers to persons in the following categories for main type of activity: unemployed persons,
pensioners and other persons outside the labour force.

1)
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