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Employment grew and unemployment fell in May 2007
According to the Labour Force Survey of Statistics Finland, the number of employed persons in May was
2,499,000, i.e. 60,000 higher than one year previously. The employment rate stood at 70.2 per cent, while it was
68.7 per cent in May 2006.

There were 232,000 unemployed in May, i.e. 43,000 less than in the previous year. The rate of unemployment
was 8.5 per cent, while it was 10,1 per cent one year before.

Changes in the labour force 2007/05 – 2006/05, thousand persons
Change, %
2 0 0 7 / 0 5 –
2006/051)

May
2006

May
2007

2,524392499Employed total

1,53)68,770,2Employment rate, %

-15,7275232Unemployed2)

-1,63)10,18,5Unemployment rate, %

0,627142730Labour force, total

0,13)68,568,6Labour force participation rate, %

0,112471248Economically inactive, total
1) Unrounded figures are used in the Change column

2) Based on the recommendations of the International Labour Organisation (ILO)

3) percentage points

Links: Press release connected to this statistical release

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 19.6.2007
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Employment and unemployment in May 2007
According to the Labour Force Survey of Statistics Finland, the number of employed persons in May was
2,499,000, or 60,000 higher than a year earlier. Employment increased most in the private sector. There were
62,000 more wage and salary earners than twelve months earlier, whereas the number of self-employed persons
was almost unchanged. There were 52,000 more wage and salary earners in continuing full-time employment.
The number of employed persons went up in all provinces except Eastern Finland where it remained unchanged.

In May, the employment rate, that is, the proportion of the employed among persons aged 15 to 64, stood at
70.2 per cent, which was 1.5 percentage points higher than one year before. The employment rate of men was
72.0 per cent and that of women 68.3 per cent. Adjusted for seasonal and random variation, the trend of the
employment rate was 70.1 per cent.

According to the Labour Force Survey, there were 232,000 unemployed in May 2007, i.e. 43,000 fewer than
in May of the year before. At 8.5 per cent the unemployment rate was 1.6 percentage points lower than one
year before. The trend of the unemployment rate was 6.3 per cent inMay. The rate of unemployment was lowest
in the Province of Southern Finland, i.e. 6.9 per cent, and highest in the Province of Lapland, at 13.8 per cent.
In May 2007, the unemployment rate among young people aged 15 to 24 was 27.0 per cent, which was 6.5
percentage points lower than in the previous year’s May. The trend of the unemployment rate among young
people was 15.0 per cent.

According to the Labour Force Survey, the average number of employed persons in the January to May 2007
period was 2,440,000, which is 47,000 more than over the corresponding period of the year before. The average
number of unemployed persons was 204,000, or 28,000 fewer than in the January to May period of 2006.
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Appendix tables
1.1 Key indicators in the Labour Force Survey by sex 2007/05 - 2006/05

ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 - 2006/052006/052007/042007/05
Percentage points (%)Per cent

(%)
Per cent
(%)

Per cent
(%)

SexIndicator
1,568,769,270,2B o t h

sexes
Employment rate (population aged 15-64)

1,570,570,272,0Males
1,566,868,168,3Females

-1,610,17,28,5B o t h
sexes

Unemployment rate

-2,110,07,48,0Males
-1,210,37,09,0Females
0,168,566,668,6B o t h

sexes
Labour force participation rate

-0,171,268,671,1Males
0,365,864,566,1Females

1.2 Population aged 15-74 by labour force status and sex 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

SexLabour force status
0,43 9613 9763 978B o t h

sexes
Population aged 15-74

0,51 9801 9881 989Males
0,41 9811 9881 989Females
0,62 7142 6472 730B o t h

sexes
Labour force

0,41 4101 3641 415Males
0,91 3041 2831 315Females
2,52 4392 4562 499B o t h

sexes
Employed

2,71 2691 2621 302Males
2,21 1701 1941 196Females

-15,7275191232B o t h
sexes

Unemployed

-20,2141101113Males
-11,113490119Females
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1.3 Population aged 15-74 by sex and age 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

A g e
group

Sex

0,43 9613 9763 97815-74B o t h
sexes 0,365665865815-24

-0,52 1342 1242 12325-54
2,21 1721 1951 19755-74
0,23 5073 5103 51315-64
0,51 9801 9881 98915-74Males
0,233433533515-24

-0,61 0841 0781 07825-54
2,756157557655-74
0,21 7721 7741 77515-64
0,41 9811 9881 98915-74Females
0,432232232315-24

-0,41 0491 0461 04525-54
1,761062062155-74
0,21 7341 7351 73815-64

2.1 Labour force participation rate by sex and age 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 - 2006/052006/052007/042007/05
Percentage points (%)Per cent

(%)
Per cent
(%)

Per cent
(%)

A g e
group

Sex

0,168,566,668,615-74B o t h
sexes 0,559,150,859,615-24

0,588,187,988,525-54
0,238,137,338,355-74
0,276,574,676,815-64

-0,171,268,671,115-74Males
-0,258,548,058,315-24
0,590,690,891,125-54

-0,141,438,941,355-74
-0,278,576,078,315-64
0,365,864,566,115-74Females
1,259,753,860,915-24
0,485,584,985,925-54
0,335,235,835,555-74
0,674,573,375,115-64
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2.2 Labour force by sex and age 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

A g e
group

Sex

0,62 7142 6472 73015-74B o t h
sexes 1,138833439215-24

0,01 8791 8671 88025-54
2,644744645955-74
0,52 6842 6202 69615-64
0,41 4101 3641 41515-74Males

-0,119516119515-24
0,098297998225-54
2,523222423855-74
0,01 3911 3481 39115-64
0,91 3041 2831 31515-74Females
2,419217319715-24
0,189788889825-54
2,721522222155-74
1,01 2931 2721 30615-64

3.1 Employment rate by sex and age 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 - 2006/052006/052007/042007/05
Percentage points (%)Per cent

(%)
Per cent
(%)

Per cent
(%)

A g e
group

Sex

1,261,661,862,815-74B o t h
sexes 4,239,340,443,515-24

1,282,583,283,725-54
0,535,935,336,355-74
1,568,769,270,215-64
1,464,163,565,515-74Males
5,138,937,644,015-24
1,484,785,986,125-54
0,239,236,639,355-74
1,570,570,272,015-64
1,159,160,060,115-74Females
3,239,843,343,015-24
1,080,280,581,225-54
0,732,834,233,655-74
1,566,868,168,315-64
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3.2 Employment by sex and age 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

A g e
group

Sex

2,52 4392 4562 49915-74B o t h
sexes 11,025826628615-24

0,91 7611 7681 77725-54
3,542042243555-74
2,32 4092 4282 46515-64
2,71 2691 2621 30215-74Males

13,413012614715-24
1,091992692925-54
3,122021022755-74
2,21 2501 2461 27815-64
2,21 1701 1941 19615-74Females
8,612814013915-24
0,884284284925-54
4,020021220855-74
2,41 1591 1821 18715-64

3.3 Employed by status in employment 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

Status in employment
2,52 4392 4562 499Employed persons total

-0,6333315331Self-employed persons and unpaid family workers
2,92 1062 1412 168Employees
2,01 3731 4021 400-salaried employees
4,9730735766-wage earners

3.4 Employed by employer sector 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

Employer sector
2,52 4392 4562 499Employer sector total (incl. employer sector unknown)
2,41 7861 7921 829Private sector
2,3651659665Public sector

-0,7151148150-state
3,2500512516-municipality
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3.5 Employed by province 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

Province
2,52 4392 4562 499Whole country (incl. Åland)
1,81 0671 0821 086Southern Finland
3,2854867882Western Finland

-0,3235238234Eastern Finland
4,9195188205Oulu
5,1746878Lapland

3.6 Proportion of part-time employed persons of employed persons by sex 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 - 2006/052006/052007/042007/05
Percentage points (%)Per cent

(%)
Per cent
(%)

Per cent
(%)

Sex
0,313,414,513,7B o t h

sexes
0,09,09,59,0Males
0,618,219,818,7Females

3.7 Part-time employed persons by sex 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

Sex
4,6327357342B o t h

sexes
3,1114120118Males
5,4212236224Females

3.8 Employees by type of employment relationship (%) 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 - 2006/052006/052007/042007/05
Percentage points (%)Per cent

(%)
Per cent
(%)

Per cent
(%)

Employment relationship
0,0100,0100,0100,0Employees total
0,374,175,574,3-permanent full-time job
0,19,310,19,4-permanent part-time job

-0,212,710,712,5-fixed-term full-time job
-0,13,93,73,8-fixed-term part-time job
-0,416,714,416,3Fixed-term job total
0,013,213,813,2Part-time job total
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3.9 Employees by type of employment relationship 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

Employment relationship
2,92 1062 1412 168Employees total
3,31 5601 6171 612-permanent full-time job
4,0195216203-permanent part-time job
1,0268229271-fixed-term full-time job

-0,2838082-fixed-term part-time job
0,7351308353Fixed-term job total
2,8278295285Part-time job total

4.1 Unemployment rate by sex and age 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 - 2006/052006/052007/042007/05
Percentage points (%)Per cent

(%)
Per cent
(%)

Per cent
(%)

A g e
group

Sex

-1,610,17,28,515-74B o t h
sexes -6,533,420,527,015-24

-0,96,35,35,425-54
-0,86,05,35,155-74
-1,710,27,38,615-64
-2,110,07,48,015-74Males
-9,033,621,824,615-24
-1,06,45,45,425-54
-0,65,45,94,855-74
-2,010,17,58,115-64
-1,210,37,09,015-74Females
-4,033,319,429,315-24
-0,76,25,25,525-54
-1,26,74,65,555-74
-1,210,47,09,115-64

4.2 Unemployed persons by sex and age 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

A g e
group

Sex

-15,727519123215-74B o t h
sexes -18,51306910615-24

-13,61199910225-54
-11,827242455-74
-15,727519123215-64
-20,214110111315-74Males
-26,966354815-24
-15,563535325-54

-8,112131155-74
-20,214110111315-64
-11,11349011915-74Females
-9,864345815-24

-11,556464925-54
-15,114101255-74
-11,11349011915-64
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4.3 Unemployment rate by province 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 - 2006/052006/052007/042007/05
Percentage points (%)Per cent

(%)
Per cent
(%)

Per cent
(%)

Province
-1,610,17,28,5Whole country (incl. Åland)
-1,68,56,16,9Southern Finland
-1,49,46,88,1Western Finland
-0,813,29,012,4Eastern Finland
-4,315,912,011,6Oulu
-0,614,410,813,8Lapland

5.1 Persons not in labour force by main activity and sex 2007/05 - 2006/05
ChangeYear/Month
2007/05 -
2006/05

2006/052007/042007/05

Per cent (%)1000
persons

1000
persons

1000
persons

SexMain activity
0,11 2471 3301 248B o t h

sexes
Total persons not in labour force

0,7570625574Males
-0,5677705674Females
1,8263334268B o t h

sexes
Students

-3,3222221215B o t h
sexes

Disabled persons

3,0541574557B o t h
sexes

Retired on the basis of age

-6,51008994B o t h
sexes

Persons performing domestic work

-5,2121111115B o t h
sexes

Others (incl. conscripts)
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5.2 Seasonally adjusted trends 2007/05
Unemployment rateUnemployment rateUnemployed 

job seekers 
(Min is t ry of
Labour)

UnemployedEmployedYear/month

Aged 15–24Aged 15–74
%%1 000 persons1 000 persons1 000 persons

20,28,32782182 3952005/05
20,18,32772182 3952005/06
20,08,32762182 3972005/07
19,78,22742162 4012005/08
19,38,22722142 4082005/09
19,28,22712152 4152005/10
19,68,22692182 4202005/11
19,98,22672192 4252005/12
19,78,12652152 4282006/01
19,27,92632102 4312006/02
18,77,82602062 4322006/03
18,87,72582052 4322006/04
19,17,82542072 4332006/05
19,17,82512082 4372006/06
19,07,82492072 4412006/07
18,97,82462072 4452006/08
18,87,82432072 4492006/09
18,57,62402032 4542006/10
17,87,42361962 4602006/11
17,27,22331902 4652006/12
17,17,12311872 4692007/01
17,07,02281872 4742007/02
16,66,82251842 4802007/03
15,76,62231762 4872007/04
14,96,32211702 4932007/05
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Figures
1.1 Employed persons, trend and original series

1.2 Employment rate, trend and original series
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2.1 Unemployed persons, trend and original series

2.2 Unemployment rate, trend and original series
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