
Enterprise openings and closures

Number of enterprise openings grew by 15 per cent in the
fourth quarter of 2019
According to Statistics Finland, the number of enterprise openings rose by 15 per cent in the
fourth quarter of 2019 from the respective quarter of 2018. In the third quarter of 2019, the number
of enterprise closures was nine per cent higher than in the corresponding quarter of the year
before.

Enterprise openings by region, 4th quarter of 2019

Enterprise openings, 4th quarter of 2019
According to Statistics Finland, there were 9,029 enterprise openings in October to December 2019. There
were 1,174 or 15 per cent more enterprise openings than in the corresponding period of 2018.

Examined bymain industry, most enterprise openings were recorded in professional, scientific and technical
activities. The number of enterprise openings in this industry was 1,563. The second most enterprise
openings occurred in trade (1,080) and the third most in construction (1,049). Altogether 40 per cent of
all enterprise openings were in these three industries. In addition to the previously mentioned industries,
there were also over one hundred more enterprise openings in the industries of human health and social
work activities and other service activities than in the last quarter of 2018.
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Examined by region, most enterprise openings were recorded in Uusimaa, 3,785 enterprises. The number
of enterprise openings was next highest in Pirkanmaa (775), Southwest Finland (755) and North
Ostrobothnia (525). Compared to one year ago, the increase was highest in numbers in Uusimaa (+603).
In the other regions the increase varied from a few enterprises to 77, except in North Savo, where the
number of enterprise openings decreased slightly (-16). Measured in percentages, the number of enterprise
openings increased most in Kymenlaakso (+35%) and Central Ostrobothnia (+33%) from one year ago.

Examined by sub-regional unit, the number of enterprise openings was highest in the sub-regional unit of
Helsinki, 3,610 enterprises. There were 648 enterprise openings in the sub-regional unit of Tampere and
574 in the sub-regional unit of Turku. In the sub-regional unit of Helsinki, the number of enterprise openings
grew by around 590 from one year back, in the sub-regional unit of Tampere by around 90 and in the
sub-regional unit of Turku by around 60. Compared to the year before, the number of enterprise openings
decreased in around every fourth sub-regional unit.

Examined by municipality, the highest number of enterprise openings in the last quarter of 2019 was
recorded in Helsinki, 1,855 enterprises. The number of enterprise openings was next highest in Espoo
(630), Vantaa (471), Tampere (408) and Turku (382). In Greater Helsinki (incl. Kauniainen) the number
of enterprise openings increased by 20 per cent, in Tampere by 18 per cent and in Turku by 13 per cent
compared to the corresponding period of the year before.

Examined by legal form, in the last quarter of 2019, enterprise openings in the form of natural persons
numbered 4,510 and those in the form of limited companies 4,136. Enterprise openings in the form of
natural persons accounted for 50 per cent and those in the form of limited companies for 46 per cent of
all enterprise openings.

Enterprise closures, 3rd quarter of 2019
According to Statistics Finland, there were 4,156 enterprise closures in July to September 2019. There
were 355 or nine per cent more enterprise closures than in the corresponding period of 2018.

Examined by main industry, the highest number of enterprise closures was recorded in trade (732). The
next highest numbers of enterprise closures were recorded in professional, scientific and technical activities
(567) and construction (525). The number of enterprise closures rose clearly most in the industry of other
service activities, which had around 70 more enterprise closures than in the corresponding period of the
year before.

Examined by region, most enterprise closures were recorded in Uusimaa, 1,537 enterprises. The next
highest numbers of enterprise closures were recorded in Pirkanmaa (394) and Southwest Finland (375).
Altogether more than one-half (55%) of all enterprise closures occurred in these three regions. Compared
to the third quarter of 2018, the number of enterprise closures increased most in relative terms in North
Karelia (+46%).

Examined by sub-regional unit, the highest number of enterprise closures in the third quarter of 2019 was
recorded in the sub-regional unit of Helsinki, 1,463 enterprises. There were 322 enterprise closures in the
sub-regional unit of Tampere and 259 in the sub-regional unit of Turku. In the sub-regional unit of Helsinki,
the number of enterprise closures grew by 170 from one year back, in the sub-regional unit of Tampere
by 59 and in the sub-regional unit of Turku by 24. There were 69 enterprise closures in the sub-regional
unit of Joensuu, which was an increase of 23 enterprises, i.e. the fourth highest number, from one year
back.

Examined by municipality, the highest number of enterprise closures in the third quarter of 2019 was
recorded in Helsinki, 729 enterprises. The number of enterprise closures was next highest in Espoo (235),
Tampere (188), Vantaa (171) and Turku (161). In Greater Helsinki (incl. Kauniainen) the number of
enterprise closures increased by 10 per cent, in Tampere by 21 per cent and in Turku by 14 per cent from
one year back.
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Examined by legal form, in the third quarter of 2019, enterprise closures in the form of natural persons
numbered 2,092 and those in the form of limited companies 1,630. Enterprise closures in the form of
natural persons accounted for 50 per cent and those in the form of limited companies for 39 per cent of
all enterprise closures.

Enterprise closures by region, 3rd quarter of 2019

Enterprise openings and closures are deduced from the Tax Administration's customer database. Changes
in the Tax Administration's data systems or database maintenance can have an effect on the data of the
statistics and comparability of time series.

3



Contents

Tables
Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Enterprise openings and closures by industry................................................................................5

4



Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Enterprise openings and closures by industry

Change
Q3/2019–Q3/2018

Share of
stock of
enterprises,
%

Closures
Q3/2019

Change
Q4/2019–Q4/2018

Share of
stock of
enterprises,
%

Openings
Q4/2019

Industry

3551.14,1561,1742.39,029Total

261.05672732.71,563
M Professional, scientific and
technical activities

551.37321751.91,080G Wholesale and retail trade

521.05251132.01,049F Construction

671.33531012.5690S Other service activities

281.3302482.7651H Transportation and storage

481.2259612.9616
N Administrative and support
service activities

131.1196292.9530
J Information and
communication

271.1141333.6481
R Arts, entertainment and
recreation

130.9238451.6451C Manufacturing

-220.6168671.5443L Real estate activities

451.7263502.5386
I Accommodation and food
service activities

-150.91151023.0369
Q Human health and social work
activities

180.6128231.3272
A Agriculture, forestry and
fishing

61.182183.4256P Education

-111.254-32.4107
K Financial and insurance
activities

-10.59201.835E Water supply

10.67162.628
D Electricity, gas, steam and air
conditioning supply

10.5620.910B Mining and quarrying

00.6100.00
T Activities of households as
employers

42.81013.412Other industries (O, U, X)
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