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Vocational training 2017

Number of new students in vocational training 126,900

According to Statistics Finland's education statistics, a total of 126,900 new students attended
education leading to a vocational qualification in 2017. Fifty-two per cent of them were women.
Of the new students, 46,200 studied in curriculum-based education aimed at young people
leading to an initial vocational qualification, 41,800 in preparatory initial vocational education for
a skills examination, and 38,900 in further vocational education (further and specialist vocational
qualifications). There were one per cent more new students than in the previous year.

New students in vocational education by field of education (Finnish
Standard Classification of Education 2016) and gender in 2017
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27 per cent of the new students studied in the field of engineering, manufacturing and construction, 21
per cent in the field of services, and 19 per cent in the field of business and administration. Fifty-two per
cent of the new students were women. The fluctuation in the shares of men and women viewed by fields
of education was large. In the field of health and welfare, the share of women was 84 per cent and in the
field of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) it was 12 per cent.

In the calendar year 2017, a total of 327,000 persons were studying in vocational education leading to a
qualification.

There were 156,400 students in curriculum-based basic vocational education aimed at young people
provided by educational institutions in 2017. Since 2013, data on the number of students in education for

Helsinki 27.9.2018 Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.



young people have been available both for the calendar year and for the autumn cross-sectional point on
20 September. On 20 September 2017, there were 116,200 students in education for young people. There
were three per cent less of them than in the previous year.

There were 117,800 students in preparatory education for a skills examination provided by educational
institutions. There were two per cent more students than in the year before. Of the students, 71,300 studied
in preparatory initial vocational education for a skills examination, and 46,500 in further vocational
education.

There were 52,700 students in apprenticeship training. The number of students was four per cent more
than in the year before. Of the students, 1,400 studied in curriculum-based education aimed at young
people leading to an initial vocational qualification, 17,900 in preparatory initial vocational education for
a skills examination, and 33,400 in further vocational education.
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Altogether, 76,800 students completed a vocational qualification in 2017. Curriculum-based basic vocational
education qualifications numbered 34,800, examinations in preparatory initial vocational education for a
skills examination totalled 20,500, and qualifications in further vocational education amounted to 21,500.
The number of attainers of vocational qualifications was three per cent more than in the previous year. 54
per cent of them were women. Almost half, 47 per cent, of those who attained qualifications studied in
the field of engineering, manufacturing and construction, or in business and administration. 18 per cent
of the qualifiers were apprenticeship students.

More detailed information on vocational education students and completers of qualifications, for example,
by region of education and age can be found in the database table.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. New students in vocational education by type of education 2017

Educational Of whom Apprenticeship Of whom Total Of whom
institution-based 'women training women women
Types of vocational education
total 103 847 52 408 23 037 13 399 126 884 65 807
Curriculum-based basic
vocational education 45 526 20742 683 317 46 209 21 059
Preparatory initial vocational
education for a skills examination 33769 19130 8 067 4551 41836 23 681
Preparatory education for further
vocational qualifications 20 158 10 085 7 887 4640 28045 14725
Preparatory education for a
specialist vocational qualification 4394 2451 6 400 3891 10794 6 342
Appendix table 2. Students in vocational education by type of education 2017
Educational Of whom Apprenticeship Of whom Total Of whom
institution-based women training women women
education
Types of vocational education
total 274 237 135992 52715 29 753 | 326 952 165 745
Curriculum-based basic
vocational education 156 427 69 378 1399 557 157 826 69 935
Preparatory initial vocational
education for a skills examination 71257 41 571 17 871 9860 89128 51431
Preparatory education for further
vocational qualifications 36 952 19 893 17 603 9892 54555 29785
Preparatory education for a
specialist vocational qualification 9601 5150 15 842 9444 | 25443 14 594

Appendix table 3. Qualifications from vocational education by type of education 2017

Educational Of whom Apprenticeship Of whom Total  Of whom
institution-based women training women women
Types of vocational education
total 63 162 33 089 13 669 8094 76831 41 183
Curriculum-based basic vocational
education 34 475 15984 299 111 34774 16 095
Preparatory initial vocational
education for a skills examination 16 485 9925 4078 2370 20563 12 295
Preparatory education for further
vocational qualifications 10 026 6 077 4915 2864 14 941 8 941
Preparatory education for a
specialist vocational qualification 2176 1103 4 377 2749 6553 3852
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