
Subject choices of students 2017
Subject choices of comprehensive school pupils

English the most studied language in comprehensive school
According to Statistics Finland, English was the most commonly studied foreign language in
comprehensive schools in the autumn term 2017. Among students in grades 1 to 6, in all 71 per
cent and of students in grades 7 to 9 almost all studied English. Eighteen per cent of students
in grades 1 to 6 and 93 per cent of students in grades 7 to 9 studied Swedish as a foreign
language.

Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2017

Share of
pupils in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
pupils in
grades 1-6
%

TotalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.71.1261 807.6016 206245 541EnglishGrades
1-6 .18.166 784.51 01912 4543 311Swedish

.5.319 420.21 20318 215Finnish

.2.07 435.234 4462 966French

.4.014 625.7711 3363 212German

.0.62 287..1 1481 139Russian

.1.34 908..4 211697Spanish

.0.00..00Italian

.0.1242..2375Sami

.0.1522.0123399Other

99.5.176 7438219312 978163 490EnglishGrades
7-9 92.5.164 3646150 78912 0361 533Swedish

5.9.10 41022081 1569 044Finnish

5.5.9 8064 4451673 5661 628French

10.6.18 8299 4222647 4521 691German

2.3.4 0881 865.1 695528Russian

2.7.4 7623 489.1 104169Spanish

0.1.138108.030Italian

0.0.595.522Sami

0.2.400400.00Latin

0.1.22638814166Other

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 24.5.2017
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Nearly all pupils attending grades 7 to 9 studied both English and Swedish or Finnish either as mother
tongue, or as a compulsory, optional or elective foreign language. German was studied by 11 per cent and
French by 6 per cent of the pupils attending grades 7 to 9, mainly as an optional or elective foreign language.

A total of 368,027 pupils attended grades 1 to 6. 188,449 of the pupils were boys and 179,578 were girls.
A total of 177,607 pupils attended grades 7 to 9. 91,049 of the pupils were boys and 86,558 were girls.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2017, boys

Share of
boys in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
boys in
grades 1-6
%

Boys totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.70.9133 522.347 795125 693EnglishGrades
1-6 .17.933 650.26 4005 6921 558Swedish

.5.39 901.15869 314Finnish

.1.52 878.101 6871 181French

.3.76 917.295 4161 472German

.0.5959..448511Russian

.1.22 217..1 917300Spanish

.0.00..00Italian

.0.1103..1012Sami

.0.1246.068178Other

99.4.90 51043946 22384 150EnglishGrades
7-9 92.3.84 063178 1565 235671Swedish

5.8.5 2551985564 600Finnish

3.5.3 1821 215651 236666French

8.8.7 9943 8041343 283773German

1.8.1 651769.657225Russian

1.9.1 6891 157.45577Spanish

0.1.5929.030Italian

0.0.274.221Sami

0.2.162162.00Latin

0.1.102144876Other

Appendix table 2. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2017, girls

Share of
girls in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
girls in
grades 1-6
%

Girls totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.71.4128 285.268 411119 848EnglishGrades
1-6 .18.533 134.24 6196 7621 753Swedish

.5.39 519.16178 901Finnish

.2.54 557.132 7591 785French

.4.37 708.485 9201 740German

.0.71 328..700628Russian

.1.52 691..2 294397Spanish

.0.00..00Italian

.0.1139..1363Sami

.0.2276.055221Other
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Share of
girls in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
girls in
grades 1-6
%

Girls totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

99.6.86 23339996 75579 340EnglishGrades
7-9 92.8.80 301572 6336 801862Swedish

6.0.5 15511106004 444Finnish

7.7.6 6243 2301022 330962French

12.5.10 8355 6181304 169918German

2.8.2 4371 096.1 038303Russian

3.6.3 0732 332.64992Spanish

0.1.7979.00Italian

0.0.321.301Sami

0.3.238238.00Latin

0.1.124244690Other
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