
Structure of Earnings 2010

Age has greatest impact on pay in demanding professional
tasks
According to Statistics Finland's Structure of Earnings statistics, in 2010 age had the greatest
impact on the pay of employees performing demanding professional tasks. The monthly salaries
of professionals and associate professionals were the highest in the oldest age groups. No
corresponding phenomenon could be observed among employees in less demanding positions.
In these occupations, average earnings rose at the start of the working career but then failed to
go up further after the age of 45 and in some cases the age-related development of pay could
even take a negative turn.

Monthly earnings of employees by age in 2010

The employer sector had a significant influence on the phenomenon described above. In the public sector,
development was relatively straightforward and earnings went up in the older age groups. In the private
sector, again, it could be seen that the earnings of the oldest age groups no longer grow even in demanding
occupations. The positive correlation between pay and age in the public sector can be explained by the
way the careers of managers and professionals often develop; employees move to more demanding and
better paid positions as they gain age and experience. In the private sector, high position and level of
earnings is possibly reached at an earlier stage, meaning that the earnings of older age groups no longer
develop significantly. On the other hand, employees in all best paid occupationsmaymove tomanagement
positions or even to part-time retirement.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 11.11.2011
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Monthly earnings of experts by age in 2010

The average monthly earnings of all full-time wage and salary earners amounted to EUR 3,043 in the last
quarter of 2010. The average earnings of wage and salary earners in central government amounted to EUR
3,412, in the private sector to EUR 3,113 and in the local government sector to EUR 2,793. These differences
in earnings result from, i.a., structural differences related to wage and salary earners and tasks in different
employer sectors.

These data derive from Statistics Finland's Structure of Earnings statistics, which cover all employer
sectors. Monthly earnings for total hours worked are only calculated for full-time wage and salary earners.
Besides earnings for regular working hours, the earnings also include pay for any possible overtime and
working hour supplements but not one-off performance-based bonuses.

Monthly earnings bymajor group of the Classification of Occupations and employer sector in 2010

Total earnings, EUR/monthClasiification of occupations

Central governmentLocal governmentPrivate sectorTotal

5 9894 4455 6305 4331 Legislators, senior officials and managers

3 9283 5864 0493 8632 Professionals

3 0702 7123 2333 0833 Technicians and associate professionals

2 4642 1872 5622 4884 Clerks

2 9722 2632 2932 300
5 Service and care workers, and shop and market sales
workers

2 4752 2002 0272 1756 Skilled agricultural and fishery workers

2 6412 4692 7602 7467 Craft and related trades workers

2 5132 3632 7962 7868 Plant and machine operators and assemblers

2 1011 9752 2002 1269 Elementary occupations

3 920--3 9200 Armed forces

3 8502 9712 8713 249Unknown
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Average monthly earnings of full-time wage and salary earners by employer
sector and field of education in 2010

Central governmentLocal governmentPrivate sectorTotalEducation

2 8652 4062 9572 883General education

3 6063 2083 3243 232Teacher education and educational science

3 2413 2433 0843 150Humanities and arts

3 4132 7173 3833 275Social sciences and Business

3 8753 6133 8063 766Natural sciences

3 5142 8143 3153 277Technology

3 4712 5592 9592 907Agriculture and Forestry

3 4122 9122 8702 908Health and Welfare

3 5502 2612 4852 554Services

2 6722 1392 5572 211Other or Unknown field

Appendix table 2. Average monthly earnings of full-time wage and salary earners by employer
sector and age in 2010

Central governmentLocal governmentPrivate sectorTotalAge group

1 7731 8551 7871 79715 - 19

2 4172 1002 1892 17920 - 24

2 8502 5112 5912 58625 - 29

3 2382 6943 0082 95630 - 34

3 4352 7993 3023 19035 - 39

3 5082 8603 3353 22040 - 44

3 4972 8503 3423 20645 - 49

3 4752 8723 2863 16050 - 54

3 4992 8743 2003 10855 - 59

3 7952 8723 2383 15660 - 69

7 0912 1262 9792 948Unknown
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