
Statistics on offences and coercive
measures
Offences reported to the authorities, 2016, 4th quarter

Number of reported sexual offences growing
According to Statistics Finland's preliminary data, a total of 823,000 offences were recorded by
the police, customs and border guard in 2016, which is 4,500 cases (0.6 per cent) more than
one year earlier. The recorded number of crimes against life and health was 36,000, which is
0.4 per cent lower than in 2015. Altogether, 3,400 sexual offences were recorded, which is 8.6
per cent more than in the year before.

Frauds and means of payment frauds in 2010 to 2016

A majority of the reported offences are recorded by the police. During 2016, a total of 807,600 offences
were recorded by the police, which is 0.5 per cent more than in 2015. In 2016, a total of 9,500 offences
were recorded by the customs and 6,000 offences by the border guard. Compared with 2015, the offences
recorded by the customs decreased by 0.1 per cent and those recorded by the border guard increased by
12 per cent.

Offences against property
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During 2016, a total of 230,500 offences against property were recorded, which is 5,500 (2.3 per cent)
fewer than in the previous year.

During 2016, a total of 25,100 frauds (fraud, petty fraud, aggravated fraud; Criminal Code, Section 36,
Paragraphs 1 to 3) were recorded, which is 2.9 per cent fewer than in the year before. The number of frauds
has grown considerably in the 2000s. In 2010, altogether 15,700 of them were reported. In 2016, a total
of 1,400 aggravated frauds were recorded, which is 2.9 per cent down on one year earlier.

During 2016, means of payment frauds numbered 15,100, which is 4,200 cases (38.5 per cent) more than
in the previous year. The number of aggravated means of payment frauds was 162. Of all means of payment
frauds, 6,600 (43.7 per cent) were carried out abroad. Compared with previous years, particularly many
means of payment frauds were recorded between August 2015 and August 2016.

The number of thefts reported was 1,690, which is 8.6 per cent more than in 2015. Of robberies, 279 were
aggravated. A total of 2,900 embezzlements and aggravated embezzlements were reported, which is 1.8
per cent more than in 2015.

A total of 131,600 theft offences (theft, aggravated theft, petty theft) were reported, which is 6,800 cases
(4.9 per cent) fewer than in 2015. The number of aggravated thefts recorded was 3,400, which is down
by 4.8 per cent from the year before. The number of break-ins into houses recorded was 5,300, which is
700 cases (11.4 per cent) lower than during 2015. Altogether, 46,900 thefts and petty thefts from shops
were recorded, which is 800 cases fewer than in 2015.

The recorded number of unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle and thefts of use of a motor vehicle
was 6,700, which is 10.1 per cent lower than in 2015. From the early 2000s, the number of these offences
has fallen to under one third.

During 2016, damages to property numbered 35,300, which is 2,300 cases (6.1 per cent) fewer than in the
previous year. Altogether, 300 aggravated damages to property were reported. The number of damages
to property has been falling since 2011, when 55,000 of them were recorded.

Violent offences
The number of assault offences recorded was 33,700 during 2016, which is 130 cases (0.4 per cent) fewer
than in 2015. In 2016, a total of 1,600 aggravated assaults were recorded, which is 0.8 per cent more than
one year earlier. The recorded number of offences against life was 81, which is 16 cases fewer than one
year earlier.

Altogether, 1,172 rapes were recorded, which is 109 (10.3 per cent) cases more than in 2015. The recorded
number of sexual exploitations of a child was 1,260, which is 1.9 per cent more than in 2015. In addition,
933 other sexual offences were reported, of which 533 were cases of sexual harassment. During 2015,
altogether 283 cases of sexual harassment were reported. The recorded numbers of rapes and sexual
exploitations of a child reported to the authorities vary much yearly. Individual reports of an offence may
include a series of incidents comprising several criminal acts.

Other offences
The recorded number of drunken driving was 17,400 in 2016, which is 1.8 per cent down from 2015.
Around 40 per cent of the recorded drunken driving cases were aggravated drunken driving. Aggravated
drunken driving decreased by 7.0 per cent and other drunken driving increased by 2.3 per cent. As recently
as 2013, over one-half of all drunken driving cases were aggravated drunken driving.

The number of narcotics offences recorded was 25,100, which is up by 7.4 per cent on the year before.
The number of aggravated narcotics offences went up by 11.8 per cent. A total of 1,180 of them were
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recorded. Close on two out of three narcotics offences were use offences. The recorded number was 15,700,
which is 580 cases more than during 2015.

In all, 3,300 identity thefts were recorded. Identity theft was added to the Criminal Code on 4 September
2015 and by the end of 2015 a total of 518 cases of identity theft had been reported.

Compared with 2015, the number of weapons offences of Chapter 41 of the Criminal Code grew by 20.5
per cent. In 2016, a total of 8,200 of them were recorded, or 1,400 more than in 2015. A total of 1,600
firearms offences (Chapter 41, Section 1, Paragraphs 1 to 2) were recorded, which is 38.9 per cent more
than in 2015. In all, 1,250 petty firearms offences (Criminal Code, Chapter 41, Section 3) were recorded,
up by 263.7 per cent. Altogether 770 reports of possession of a dangerous object (Criminal Code, Chapter
41, Section 5) were recorded, which is 28.6 per cent more than one year earlier. The number of firearms
offences grew due to an increase in illegal gas sprays and their intensified supervision, for example.

Altogether, 415,000 cases of endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety
(Criminal Code, Section 23, Paragraphs 1 to 2, 11), hit-and-runs, and other traffic infractions were recorded,
which is 5,500 cases (1.3 per cent) more than in 2015. Of these offences, 298,700 were cases of exceeding
speed limits. Exceeding of speed limits grew by 2.7 per cent.

The statistics on Offences known to the police and on Coercive measures were combined in March 2015.
Data released prior to that can be found on the old home pages of the statistics. The web pages of the
statistics on Offences known to the police: http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/til/polrik/index_en.html and of the
statistics on Coercive measures: http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/pkei/index_en.html

From the beginning of 2009, offences recorded by the customs and border guard are also included. The
change does not have much effect on the comparability of offences. Of the most common types of offences
the change primarily affects the comparability of narcotics offences.

Number of certain types of offences in October, November and December, and in January to
December 2016 and change from the corresponding period of the previous year

DecemberNovemberOctoberJanuary-DecemberOffence

Change2016Change2016Change2016Change2016

-3,66156,8562,09166,2571,32171,9714,542823,0561) Offences and infractions total

-3,98230,161-2,89835,560-48941,337-7,264466,7792) Offences against the Criminal Code

-2,55827,316-2,09531,0265236,099-969411,8933) Offences A to F

7883,264-1672,596493,087-83633,285Burglary

-52369-5941319646-7506,708
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle,
thefts of use of a motor vehicle

713810142421671341,692Robbery

-3912,267-5402,2781733,466-2,29835,287Damage to property

-18-81017-1681Manslaughter, murder and killing

-1202,734-1582,7391762,987-13433,669Assault

-217631131121111091,172Rape

201,357-541,3891111,528-32017,378Drunken driving

1701,8222352,0565062,3291,73325,078Narcotics offences

-1,10329,5404,18635,2311,26935,8725,511411,163

4) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run,
traffic infraction, violation of social welfare
legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle
infraction

-49022,5294,11026,2212,58926,8457,736298,708-exceeding speed limits1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

1)
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Development of certain types of offences in 2012 to 2016 (preliminary data)

20162015201420132012Offence

823,056818,514827,789868,971860,0261) Offences and infractions total

466,779474,043481,699489,501491,3762) Offences against the Criminal Code

411,893412,862417,479424,434424,8353) Offences A to F

230,460235,980241,163240,359237,422A. Offences against property

33,28534,12133,95432,52935,130Burglaries total

5,3035,9876,3735,7636,294Breaking into a residence

1,2211,6831,8391,7941,479- into a free-time residence

4,0824,3044,5343,9694,815- into another residence

3,3284,0764,0393,8374,010Breaking into business premises

8,6599,4429,2379,58610,741Breaking into a motor vehicle

15,99514,61614,30513,34314,085Other burglaries

6,7087,4627,7787,9608,813
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle, thefts of use of a motor
vehicle, total

1,6921,5581,7001,5311,648Robberies total

35,28737,58542,51243,37144,373Damages to property total

2,9272,8763,0773,5643,272Embezzlements total

25,08725,84523,42822,75120,835Frauds total

1,4011,4431,5181,0961,033- aggravated fraud

35,99036,14135,06637,86140,460B. Crimes against life and health

819710210091Manslaughter, murder or killing

318303328268354Attempted manslaughter, murder or killing

33,66933,80332,76335,35537,857Assaults total

1,5971,5851,6511,8091,884- aggravated assault

3,3653,0993,0133,3293,576C. Sexual crimes

1,2601,2371,4291,6731,590Sexual exploitation of a child

1,1721,0631,0099771,020Rape

13,35812,86312,56713,64914,375D. Crimes against public authority and public peace

1,8841,7151,7071,6851,857(Violent) resisting of an official in the performance of his duties

1,8481,8061,8561,9142,182Impeding an official

44,75544,94145,52745,24847,960E. Certain traffic offences

17,37817,69817,66218,05319,166Drunken driving total

83,96579,83880,14383,98881,042F. Other offences

25,07823,34521,68922,60420,041Narcotics offences total

1,1811,0561,1321,2261,020- aggravated narcotics offence

2,8733,1873,6894,5664,598Alcohol offence/Minor alcohol offence

411,163405,652410,310444,537435,191
4) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run, traffic infraction, violation
of social welfare legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle infraction1)

298,708290,972293,730315,846288,522- exceeding speed limits2)

Problems connected to the re-organisation of automatic traffic control brought about a substantial fall in the number of traffic
offences recorded in the early part of 2014 compared with 2013. Exceeding speed limits towards the end of 2012 were recorded
erroneously in the early part of 2013.

1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

2)
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