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Subjective livelihood (preliminary data)

Number of households with difficulties in making ends meet
diminished in 2011

Altogether 608,600 households had difficulties in making ends meet in 2011, which figure is
around five per cent lower than in 2010. The income development of households with difficulties
in making ends meet was in real terms weaker in 2011 than that of households on average.
These data derive from the information collected in connection with Statistics Finland's income
distribution statistics.
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Households finding it difficult to cope with their regular outlays with their income are defined as households
with difficulties in making ends meet. The information is based on the data collected from 2003 onwards
from households on whether they have managed to cover their regular outlays with their income with
major difficulties, difficulties, minor difficulties, fairly easily, easily or very easily. In 2011, minor
difficulties were experienced by 15.8 per cent, difficulties by 5.1 per cent and major difficulties by 2.8
per cent of households. In all, 23.7 per cent of all households had difficulties in making ends meet, and
7.9 per cent of households had greater difficulties (difficulties or major difficulties). In all, 44.0 per cent
of households said that they found it easy or very easy to cover their regular outlays with their income in
2011.
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The number of households with difficulties in making ends meet diminished in 2011 after having grown
in 2010. Altogether 608,600 households had difficulties in making ends meet in 2011, which was around
five per cent fewer than in 2010. The number and share of households with difficulties in making ends
meet among all households were still slightly higher than in 2009. From 2003, the number of households
with difficulties in making ends meet has declined by over 16 per cent.

The share of households with difficulties in making ends meet diminished in all socio-economic groups
in 2011, except for unemployed and student households. In 2011, 63.7 per cent of unemployed households
had difficulties in making ends meet and 49.1 per cent of student households, which is slightly more often
than in 2010 (unemployed 61.8%, students 47.6%). Difficulties in making ends meet were most common
for these groups, similarly as for other economically inactive persons (excl. pensioners). Altogether 49.7
per cent of the households of other economically inactive persons found it difficult to make ends meet in
2011.

The households with difficulties in making ends meet most often belong to the lowest-earning income
groups. Per consumption unit, the equivalent disposable income of households was, on average, EUR
19,640 for households with difficulties in making ends meet, and EUR 27,490 for all households in 2011.
Compared with an average household, the income level of households with difficulties in making ends
meet is weaker than one year before. Per consumption unit, the equivalent disposable income of households
with difficulties in making ends meet decreased in real terms by 0.7 per cent, for all households income
grew by an average of 0.5 per cent in 2011. Last year, equivalent disposable income has increased equally
for both by 2.5 per cent.
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