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Record low number of children were born in Finland in 2015
According to Statistics Finland's preliminary data, 55,040 children were born in Finland in 2015.
Fewer children were last born during the Great Famine in the 1860s. Despite the fall in the
number of births, the country's population grew by 14,860 persons during 2015. The main reason
for the population increase was migration gain from abroad: the number of immigrants was
11,900 higher than that of emigrants. Asylum seekers whose application process for asylum is
not complete are not included in this figure. Natural population increase, or excess of births to
deaths, was only 2,960 persons. The preliminary population figure at the end of 2015 was
5,486,616.

Population increase by month 2012–2015*

During 2015, Finland's population increased by 6,200 fewer persons than one year previously. The biggest
reason for the contraction in population increase was the fallen migration gain received from abroad.
Migration gain for immigration was 4,120 lower than the year before. Natural population increase went
down by 2,080 persons from one year earlier.

According to the preliminary statistics for 2015, altogether 26,260 persons immigrated to Finland from
abroad and 14,460 persons emigrated from Finland. The number of immigrants was 5,140 lower and the
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number of emigrants 1,020 lower than in the previous year. 7,130 of the immigrants and 9,890 of the
emigrants were Finnish citizens.

During 2015, a total of 55,040 children were born, which is 2,190 fewer than in 2014. The number of
deaths was 52,080, which is 110 lower than one year earlier.

According to the preliminary data, the number of inter-municipal migrations totalled 274,510 by the end
of December. Compared with the previous year, the increase was 5,600 migrations according to the
municipal division of 2015. The number of migration inside region increased 3,530 and the number of
migration between regions 2,070 from one year earlier.

According to preliminary data by region, the population grew in the following regions in 2015: Uusimaa,
Pirkanmaa, North Ostrobothnia, Varsinais-Suomi, Ostrobothnia, Central Finland, Central Ostrobothnia,
and Åland.

In 2015, the population grew most in absolute numbers in Uusimaa, where it grew by 16,780 persons. The
next largest increase in population was seen in Pirkanmaa, 2,720 persons. Relative to the population,
population increase was highest in Uusimaa, 10.4 per mil and in Pirkanmaa, 5.4 per mil. Relative population
growth was third largest in North Ostrobothnia, 3.9 per mil. Population loss was highest in absolute
numbers in the region of Etelä-Savo that lost 1,270 persons of its population. The population of
Kymenlaakso decreased by 1,180 persons, which was the second most. Relative to the population, the
biggest population loss was found in Kainuu, 11.1 per mil and the second biggest in Etelä-Savo, 8.4 per
mil.

Most migration gain from intramunicipal and international migration was collected by Uusimaa, 10,930
persons and Pirkanmaa, 2,190 persons. Most migration gain in relative terms was attained by Uusimaa,
6.8 per mil and by Pirkanmaa, 4.3 per mil.

In absolute numbers, migration loss from total net migrationwas biggest in the region of South Ostrobothnia,
660 persons. In the region of Lapland the loss was 520 persons. In relative terms, the biggest migration
loss from total net migration was found in the region of Kainuu, 5.7 per mil of the population.

During 2015, migration between regions numbered 129,170. The highest gain from migration between
regions was seen in Uusimaa, Pirkanmaa, Varsinais-Suomi, Central Finland, Åland and Pohjois-Savo. In
absolute numbers, the highest gain from migration between regions was received by Uusimaa, 5,790
persons, and Pirkanmaa, 1,350 persons. Relative to the population, population increase was highest in
Uusimaa, 3.6 per mil and in Pirkanmaa, 2.7 per mil.

Migration loss from migration between regions was biggest in the region of North Ostrobothnia, 990
persons. In relative terms, migration loss from migration between regions was biggest in the region of
Kainuu, 7.8 per mil of the population.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Preliminary data on vital statistics by month of occurence 2015

Month /
Quarter

PopulationPopulation
increase

Net
migration

EmigrationImmigrationIntermunicipal
migration

Excess of
births

DeathsLive births

5 486 61614 86311 89914 46426 363274 5122 96452 07655 040Total

5 472 3726199221 2142 13619 968-3034 9214 618January

5 473 1888169718971 86816 250-1554 3394 184February

5 473 9898019269601 88617 350-1254 6944 569March

5 473 9892 2362 8193 0715 89053 568-58313 95413 3711. quarter

5 475 0631 0749979011 89818 087774 5194 596April

5 476 3231 2609211 0081 92922 2773394 2504 589May

5 478 1851 8621 2331 1542 38727 3656294 0194 648June

5 478 1854 1963 1513 0636 21467 7291 04512 78813 8332. quarter

5 480 4872 3021 3541 1822 53623 9639484 0224 970July

5 482 8242 3371 4782 2443 72241 4008594 1515 010August

5 484 3331 5098021 7192 52128 5207074 0154 722September

5 484 3336 1483 6345 1458 77993 8832 51412 18814 7023. quarter

5 485 1478146721 2381 91020 4671424 4384 580October

5 486 0899428089711 77918 4181344 1714 305November

5 486 6165278159761 79120 447-2884 5374 249December

5 486 6162 2832 2953 1855 48059 332-1213 14613 1344. quarter

Aluejako 1.1.2015
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Appendix table 2. Vital statistics, final data 2005-2014 and preliminary data 2015*

DivorcesMarriagesPopulation

increase 2)

Net
migration

EmigrationImmigrationIntermunicipal
migration 1)

Excess
of
births

DeathsLive
births

Year /
Change

13 97024 87314 86311 89914 46426 363274 5122 96452 07655 0402015* I-IV

13 68224 46220 48316 02115 48631 507268 9095 04652 18657 2322014 I-IV

288411-6 204-4 122-1 022-5 1445 603-2 082-110-2 192Change

3 5563 6734 4603 6343 3006 93452 24782613 11313 9392014 I

3 3806 5905 3563 8503 4317 28166 2551 50613 05414 5602014 II

3 49010 2167 7945 3255 02610 35192 4482 46912 87515 3442014 III

3 2563 9832 8733 2123 7296 94157 95924513 14413 3892014 IV

13 68224 46220 48316 02115 48631 507268 9095 04652 18657 2322014 I-IV

3 4273 8924 4634 0203 1847 20452 90044313 82714 2702013 I

3 5766 1496 3454 3632 8577 22065 8111 98212 73814 7202013 II

3 51510 7178 7815 3484 82710 17591 3303 43311 97315 4062013 III

3 2484 3615 0074 3173 0257 34256 89880412 93413 7382013 IV

13 76625 11924 59618 04813 89331 941266 9396 66251 47258 1342013 I-IV

3 4424 3883 9183 3423 0326 37453 75557614 19814 7742012 I

3 2906 8706 4294 0123 1017 11369 0652 41712 45514 8722012 II

3 36211 4929 2875 5814 76610 34792 5353 70612 05615 7622012 III

2 9466 1285 7734 4982 9467 44460 3801 08712 99814 0852012 IV

13 04028 87825 40717 43313 84531 278275 7357 78651 70759 4932012 I-IV

13 46928 40825 99116 82112 66029 481276 1739 37650 58559 9612011 I-IV

13 61929 95223 84913 73111 90525 636265 73010 09350 88760 9802010 I-IV

13 52729 83625 11314 54812 15126 699258 70710 54749 88360 4302009 I-IV

13 47131 01425 83015 45713 65729 114263 62610 43649 09459 5302008 I-IV

13 22429 49723 52913 58612 44326 029273 5469 65249 07758 7292007 I-IV

13 25528 23621 37510 34412 10722 451266 79510 77548 06558 8402006 I-IV

13 38329 28318 9698 98612 36921 355269 2579 81747 92857 7452005 I-IV

1)These statistics apply the regional division of 1 January 2015.
2) Population increase includes correction of population in final data for the last quarter in 2005–2014.
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Appendix table 3. Comparison between preliminary vital statistics in 2015 and 2014

DivorcesMarriagesPopulation
increase

Net
migration

EmigrationImmigrationInter- 
municipal  
migration

Excess
of 
births

DeathsLive
births

Year /
Change

3 6713 8002 2362 8193 0715 89053 568-58313 95413 3712015* I

3 5396 5094 1963 1513 0636 21467 7291 04512 78813 8332015* II

3 55710 6446 1483 6345 1458 77993 8832 51412 18814 7022015* III

3 2033 9202 2832 2953 1855 48059 332-1213 14613 1342015* IV

13 97024 87314 86311 89914 46426 363274 5122 96452 07655 0402015*

3 5973 8343 9503 1443 5026 64651 82580613 13813 9442014* I

3 3816 6585 6604 1292 9277 05665 6571 53113 02114 5522014* II

3 48110 1977 4964 9964 9889 98491 7382 50012 84315 3432014* III

3 1503 8325 9135 2662 9958 26156 79764712 59313 2402014* IV

13 60924 52123 01917 53514 41231 947266 0175 48451 59557 0792014*

74-34-1 714-325-431-7561 743-1 389816-573
I 2015* – 
I 2014*

158-149-1 464-978136-8422 072-486-233-719
II 2015* – 
II 2014*

76447-1 348-1 362157-1 2052 14514-655-641
III 2015* – 
III 2014*

5388-3 630-2 971190-2 7812 535-659553-106
IV 2015* –
IV 2014*

361352-8 156-5 63652-5 5848 495-2 520481-2 039
2015* –
2014*

Aluejako 1.1.2015
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Appendix table 4. Preliminary vital statistics by region 2015 and change compared to 2014 final
data, quarters 1– 4

Population increaseNet immigrationNet migration between
regions

Excess of birthsArea/region 1)

Change from 
one year 
earlier

2015*Change from
 
one year 
earlier

2015*Change from
 
one year 
earlier

2015*Change from 
one year  
earlier 

2015*

-6 20414 863-4 12211 899––-2 0822 964WHOLE COUNTRY

-6 01214 787-4 03211 83061-17-2 0412 974MAINLAND FINLAND

-1 40816 775-1 8565 1379865 788-5385 850Uusimaa

-4301 439-492840184620-122-21Varsinais-Suomil

-527-1 063-221304-275-755-31-612Satakunta

-530-668-121259-246-615-163-312Kanta-Häme

-5492 71612835-4091 350-152531Pirkanmaa

-89-477-123232-78-353112-356Päijät-Häme

-231-1 183-347353240-768-124-768Kymenlaakso

-182-651-7347-152-433-23-565South Karelia

-347-1 27056327-280-555-123-1 042Etelä-Savo

-278-295-176283-122020-578Pohjois-Savo

-353-514-154283-104-311-95-486North Karelial

334362-9131046165-36-13Central Finland

-258-820-162147-84-808-12-159South Ostrobothnia

-298479-157815-16-602-125266Ostrobothnia

-8158-39128123-106-92136Central Ostrobothnia

-5571 569-127654-163-988-2671 903North Ostrobothnia

-153-870-5316256-611-156-421Kainuu

-148-90026414-60-935-114-379Lapland

-19276-9069-6117-41-10ÅLAND

1) Regional division of 1.1.2015
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Appendix table 5. Preliminary data by region on immigrants and emigrants according to country
of  departure/destination 2015,  quarters 1–4

Net migratonEmigrationImmigrationArea/region 1)

Nordic
countries

EU 28
countries

TotalNordic
countries

EU 28
countries

TotalNordic
countries

EU 28
countries

Total

-6421 52511 8994 05810 05114 4643 41611 57626 363WHOLE COUNTRY

-6011 50211 8303 6839 62514 0063 08211 12725 836MAINLAND FINLAND

-4689925 1371 8295 3207 7781 3616 31212 915Uusimaa

-19-98403457771 1013267681 941Varsinais-Suomil

11253044020129441326598Satakunta

6352594918824555223504Kanta-Häme

3688351836409801867081 815Pirkanmaa

-22272327820229556229527Päijät-Häme

-4323536320029659232649Kymenlaakso

-1243474110718240131529South Karelia

656327219412727150454Etelä-Savo

-182836619527865203561Pohjois-Savo

7482834310817050156453North Karelial

-14-93109526041481251724Central Finland

-5331474714018642173333South Ostrobothnia

-95-38153775056642825021 479Ostrobothnia

0-31282753742750202Central Ostrobothnia

-33-266542023875801693611 234North Ostrobothnia

4231621233471656209Kainuu

3481414165215295199296709Lapland

-412369375426458334449527ÅLAND

1) Regional division 1.1.2015
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Appendix figures

Appendix figure 1. Live births by quarter 1994–2014 and preliminary
data 2015

Appendix figure 2. Deaths by quarter 1994–2014 and preliminary
data 2015
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Appendix figure 3. Intermunicipal  migration by quarter  1994–2014
 and  preliminary data 2015

Appendix figure 4. Immigration by quarter 1994–2014 and preliminary
data 2015

Appendix figure 5. Emigration by quarter 1994–2014 and preliminary
data 2015
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